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‘Science can identify solutions to
pressing public health problems,

but only politics can turn most of
those solutions into reality.’
Oliver, 2006

If public health is the field that diagnoses and strives to cure social ills, then understanding political causes and
cures for health problems should be an intrinsic part of the field. In this article, we argue that there is no support
for the simple and common, implicit model of politics in which scientific evidence plus political will produces
healthy policies. Efforts to improve the translation of evidence into policy such as knowledge transfer work only
under certain circumstances. These mrcumstances are frequently pohtlcal and to be understood through




» healthis a ‘so

» declining trust in government and exp

» conventional lobbying on single health issue = powerless



policymakers.

> Lobbying

is directed at influencing politicians and policymakers on a
specific piece of regulation/ legislation

» Conventional/orthodox by representative interest groups:
letter, hearing or research

> Grassroots lobbying: affecting general public opinion



> Huge trans

> Beingreceived and perceived as
unwilling to compromise

» organised failure with structural repercussions




WHERE? Three arenas:
» those in power;
> stakeholders; and

» one's own organisation (toughest arenalll)

* Sources : see end of this presentation



among specific groups o
sexual risk behaviour in young girls as they wou
against infections. Hot debates on social media led to decrease
HPV vaccination ratfes because these groups would not be
convinced by the technical scientific evidence refuting their
assumptions. Also there was protest against the HPV vaccination fo

females only and the lack of responsibility for the role males play in
sexual behaviour and infections.’

(Bekker & De Goede, 2017)



double communications about scientific cau
effectiveness of vaccination (WAVE YELLOW SHEET)

C. engage scientific and medical experts in debates with peer /
vloggers, adolescent tv programs and other social media for

about their concerns (WAVE GREEN SHEET)



. Link facts to public values at ri

. Link up health to powerful non-health interest groups,
for a sustainable partnership

4. Formulate a positive and shared ambition

5. Have a powerful opinion leader tell your story and make /

the case



8. Support politicians:
> Provide clear cut solutions
> allow them to take credit or avoid blame

9. Develop long term consistent agenda and perseverance /

10. Safeguard your reputation, ‘Built up in years, lost in days’
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