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Fernando Simdn Soria is a physician and epidemiologist. Since 2012, he has been the Director of
the Coordination Centre for Health Alerts and Emergencies of the Spanish Ministry of Health, as well
as being responsible for coordinating the National Surveillance System. He has been the
coordinator of Spain’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic and its technical spokesperson, and has
managed other major health crises, such as the Hantavirus crisis linked to a cruise ship, Ebola
outbreak, heatwaves, and outbreaks of communicable diseases. Spain’s representative on the
European Union Health Security Committee, he is a member of the ECDC Advisory Forum and
coordinates the national competent authorities for this agency. He is the National Focal Point for
the International Health Regulations (IHR) and coordinated Spain’s participation in the negotiations
on the 2024 amendments to the IHR, as well as on the WHO Pandemic Agreement and its PABS
annex. He has served on the scientific committees of the President and the Commissioner for
Health of the European Union, as well as on the Spanish Presidency’s scientific committees, in
addition to being a member of the group of European scientific advisers on COVID-19. Between
1989 and 2012, he held positions of responsibility at the Carlos Il Health Institute, the Indian Ocean
Commission, and the Health Institute. He led health and research projects in Africa, Latin America,
and Europe and has extensive experience in teaching epidemiology programs.



