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Catia Sousa Pinto is a medical doctor and public health specialist who graduated from University of
Lisbon and National School of Public Health, Portugal. She did post-graduation training in Statistics,
Epidemiology and Public Health Surveillance and Information Systems at Harvard University,
Universita Cattolica di Sacro Cuore and University of Edinburgh. Catia worked as the Head of
Epidemiology and Surveillance Division, Directorate-General of Health in Portugal from 2012 to
2018. She coordinated the digital transformation of national core public health surveillance
systems: the Portuguese Mortality Information System (SICO) and the National National Notifiable
Diseases Surveillance System (SINAVE) implementation, including clinical and laboratorial data
collection on infectious diseases for public health surveillance. Catia was also the national
representative for ECDC and WHO in infectious diseases, mortality information and International
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD) revision, including national
mortality cause of death coding. Between 2018 and 2021 Catia worked at the Advanced Analytics
and Intelligence Unit of SPMS,EPE (Shared Services in the Ministry of Health) in the development of
a National Strategy for the Health Information Ecosystem, on the Secondary use of data planning
and strategic development, and applied research projects using real world data and artificial
intelligence development in the Portuguese National Health Service. Currently, Catia is the Head of
Unit for Global Digital Health and International Affairs at SPMS, EPE in the Ministry of Health of
Portugal, coordinating the Portuguese participation in 17 EU funded projects in digital health and is
also the national coordinator of Myhealth@eu services. Catia was the national nominated expert for
the EU Council Public Health Working Party discussions on the Proposal for a European Health Data
Space Regulation. She represents SPMS as Vice-Chair for the Global Digital Health Partnership
2024-2025 mandate. Catia is also the national representative for the European Commission
eHealthNetwork and WHO networks for Digital Health.



