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Dr Piroska Östlin is the WHO Regional Director for Europe a.i. After joining WHO/Europe in 2010 as
Special Adviser on Social Determinants of Health, Dr Östlin has held several leading positions in the
Office, including as Manager of the Vulnerability and Health Programme and Director of the Division
of Policy and Governance for Health and Well-being. Dr Östlin has been the coordinator of WHO task
forces on Research Priorities for Equity in Health, member of the WHO Scientific Group on Equity
Analysis and Research, and co-chair of the Women and Gender Equity Knowledge Network of the
Global WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health. Prior to joining WHO, Dr Östlin was a
Board member of the European Institute of Women's Health, Secretary of the Swedish National
Public Health Commission, Research Manager and Expert in International Health at the Swedish
National Institute of Public Health and Board member of the Nordic School of Public Health. Dr
Östlin holds a PhD in Medical Science from the University of Uppsala, Sweden, and is Associate
Professor in Public Health at the Karolinska Institutet, Sweden. 


