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Dr Bettina Menne is the coordinator of the health and development activities, in the WHO
Regional Office for Europe. The current focus is to assist Member States in implementing Agenda
2030 for sustainable development. Prior to this she was the Programme manager of climate
change, green health services and sustainable development, in the European Centre for
Environment and Health. Dr Menne works in the WHO, since 1997.
She is a Medical Doctor and Medical specialist in Hygiene and Public Health. For the first nineteen
years in WHO she has coordinated numerous policy developments and research projects, in the
area of climate change, weather emergencies and health. Dr Menne was part of the IPCC Nobel
piece price winning team, as coordinating lead author of the health chapter and lead author in the
synthesis report. Further she was part of several high profile epidemiological studies. Overall she
and her team contributed to around twenty European Research projects and four bigger multi-
country and multi-sectorial public health projects.
She also coordinated the input on climate change, extreme weather events and energy to three
Ministerial Conferences on Environment and Health; and provided for eight years the secretariat to
the working group on health and climate change (HIC). Before joining WHO, she worked with
UNICEF, UNOPS, the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the University of Perugia, mainly
planning, implementing and evaluating activities on the prevention and treatment of communicable
diseases in several developed and developing countries.
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