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Dr. Gerjon Ikink is Principal Expert Public Health Foresight and Determinants and the European
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). Here, he oversees the establishment of the
ECDC Foresight Programme: a cross-cutting strategic programme to help the ECDC and its partners
to become more anticipatory, proactive and resilient to future threats.

He has a wide experience working on the interface between science, policy and society – focusing
on systems-level, forward-looking and interdisciplinary issues. He previously worked as scientific
advisor in the government of the Netherlands, and with the EU’s Group of Chief Scientific Advisors.
Later, he worked as scientific policy officer at the European Commission’s Directorate-General for
Health and Food Safety (SANTE) and the Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority
(HERA). He started his career as a biomedical research scientist at the Netherlands Cancer Institute
(NKI) and Antoni van Leeuwenhoek hospital, has a PhD in Molecular Genetics and Personalised
Medicine, and has been an active science communicator since his studies.


