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Louise Haagh researches and writes about problems relating to the democratisation of human
development, economic justice, modalities of institutional change, and social transformation. Louise
is also know for her advocacy for a broader humanist, democratic defence of basic income that sets
this reform in the context of a human development perspective on freedom and the problem of
 democratisation of the public sphere. She has three books forthcoming with Palgrave, Polity, and
Routledge on this topic.

Louise Haagh obtained her doctorate in Politics from St. Antony's College, Oxford University, and
held a British Academy Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship at St. Antony's from 1998 till 2001. In
2001 she took up a lectureship at the Politics Department of the University of York where she is
now a Reader.

Louise has conducted a series of surveys on the function of developmental institutions and on
sources of human motivation in the context of different welfare systems. Her comparative empirical
work has focussed on labour market institutions, welfare systems and developmental
transformation in developing and mature economies, including Chile, South Korea, Brazil, Nordic
states and the Anglo-liberal economies, primarily Britain. In the context of her work on economic
security she has acted as expert for a range of international organisations and public bodies, most
recently the Council of Europe for a period of three years. Her work on basic income has featured in
a range of public fora and media. In 2016 she was key-note speaker at a public debate held in the
Danish parliament on basic income, and in 2017 witness to an inquiry into the subject held by the
Work and Pensions Committee of the House of Commons of the United Kingdom. In 2017 her
writing was featured by a number of independent think tanks and media, including: Compass, The
Royal Society of Arts and Manufacture, and Social Europe. She has participated in a number of
recent public or radio debates on the topic, including Bristol Festival of Ideas, BBC World Service,
R1 of Denmark, Reality Check - FM4 Austrian Broadcasting Corporation, and the RSA podcast series.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsDyzrE9csw
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/work-and-pensions-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/citizens-income-16-17/
https://www.compassonline.org.uk/8395-2/
https://medium.com/rsa-journal/basic-income-should-be-seen-as-a-democratic-right-b249ab6078b0#.qy8ke53lj
https://medium.com/rsa-journal/basic-income-should-be-seen-as-a-democratic-right-b249ab6078b0#.qy8ke53lj
https://www.socialeurope.eu/2017/03/basic-incomes-radical-role/
http://www.ideasfestival.co.uk/events/basic-income/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04g1dm1
http://www.dr.dk/radio/ondemand/p1/orientering-2016-09-23#!/01:01:37
http://fm4.orf.at/stories/1777552/
https://soundcloud.com/user-773478565/is-a-universal-basic-income-the-right-response-to-the-new-world-of-work


Since 2014  she has been the co-chair elect of the international registered charity, Basic income
Earth Network. She is active in forging public debate between actors interested in basic income,
including political parties and the union movement, as exemplified in this public debate between
Louise Haagh acting as Chair of BIEN, the Danish LO, and Member of Parliament for the Alternative
and Shadow Spokesperson for employment and social affairs, Torsten Gejl.  A write-up about the
background behind her engagement with basic income is found here. Her work has been cited in
the New Scientist (What Happens if we Pay People Just to Live? - by Hal Hodson.), and she has an
article forthcoming in the Magazine Nature – Human Behaviour.

Louise Haagh has been a visiting fellow at a series of research institutes and universities
internationally, including Cornell University (USA), Yonsei University (South Korea), and the Brazil
Centre at Oxford University. She has held research fellowships from The British Academy and the
Leverhulme Trust, and has carried out a series of research trips funded by these institutions and
the Nuffield Foundation in the Americaa and East Asia since coming to York. This work has focussed
on the relationship between institutions and human motivation, and to that end testing standard
behavioural models informing mainstream economics and public policy, as exemplified in (World
Development).

Her recent work focusses on drawing out a different account of varieties of capitalism in terms of
the role of public sector development, institutional change and democratisation, as exemplified in
Policy and Politics; Polity, and Basic Income Studies.

Louise Haagh has also undertaken work under the auspices of several international organisations
and public bodies, including the World Bank Social Protection Department, The Council of Europe,
The Korean Labor Institute, The World Bank Social Development Department, The Organisation of
American States, the International Labour Organisation, and the Canadian Council of Welfare,
among others.

In 2014 Louise Haagh’s contribution as a teacher at York was celebrated by her student nomination
as one of the 86 present and former staff nominated ‘Faces of Fifty’, demarcating the university’s
50thAnniversary.
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https://youtu.be/Cyrrv-n9bvk
http://basicincome.org/news/2017/01/bien-stories-louise-haagh/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg23030791-100-what-happens-if-we-pay-everyone-just-to-live/%20
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X10001804
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X10001804
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/pap/2011/00000039/00000001/art00005
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/pol.2012.16
https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/bis.2015.10.issue-1/bis-2015-0002/bis-2015-0002.xml
https://www.facebook.com/universityofyork/photos/a.10152458272645073.1073741855.20877785072/10152458274925073/?type=3&theater

