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Stefan Gijssels is Executive Director and Board Member of EuropaColon, the European umbrella
organisation of digestive cancer patients in Europe. He is a cancer survivor.

Stefan also acts as a health policy advisor, moderator and coach, working for public health
authorities, patient organisations and industry. Until February 2016, he was Vice President
Communication & Public Affairs at the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson & Johnson,
with responsibility for the EMEA region.  He was member of the EMEA Leadership Team and of the
Global Communication Leadership Team. He was also leading the company’s global reputation
programme and the global patient-advocacy workstream. For many years, Stefan was Chairman of
the Trust & Reputation Policy Committee of the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industry
and Associations (EFPIA), and Chairman of the Communications Committee of the Confederation of
Belgian Industries (VBO/FEB). He was Vice-Chairman of the Belgian Federal Science Policy Council.

He was consultant at Burson-Marsteller and Weber-Shandwick, Public Affairs Manager at
McDonald's, Project Manager at the Institute of the Enterprise and English teacher in Morocco. He
has a degree in linguistics and literature from the University of Leuven, Belgium. 
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