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A 

Shpend Ahmeti; completed his master studies in Public Policy at the University of Harvard, US, 
during 2002-2004, with a major on political and economic development. Shpend completed his 
graduate studies on Economy and Business Administration at the American University in Bulgaria 
during 1996-2000, with a master in Applied Economics and Business Administration. From December 
2013, Shpend was elected as the Mayor of the city of Prishtina, where he continuously fights for clean 
governance through policy-making, with an emphasis on wellbeing and the healthcare area. 

 
Christoph Aluttis; completed his Master’s studies on Public Policy Analysis at the Maastricht 
Graduate School of Governance in 2009. In 2010 he joined the Department of International Health at 
Maastricht University to work on a review of EU member states’ capacities to develop and implement 
public health policies and interventions. Christoph was further involved in a Council of Europe project 
which reviewed citizen’s participation in public health and health care decision making. Currently, he is 
working on his PhD dissertation on the role of Europe in a global health context. Christoph is also the 
secretary of ‘Global Health Europe’, a think tank for European engagement in global health.  

 
Antonio L. Andreu Périz; born in Barcelona, 26th of November 1960. Graduate in Medicine and 

Surgery of the “Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona” in 1984. Doctor of medicine from the same 
University in 2000. Fellow in residency training programme in the speciality of Clinical Biochemistry at 
the Vall d'Hebron Hospital during the period 1986-1988. Specialist physician assigned to the 
Department of Biochemistry from 1989. During the period 1998-2001 he moved to Columbia University 
in New York in order to work in the area of mitochondrial diseases. Since 2001 was responsible for the 
Laboratory of Genetics of Neuromuscular Diseases at the Hospital Vall d'Hebron in Barcelona, also in 
the period 2006-2010 he was research coordinator in Neuroscience of the Research Institute Vall 
d´Hebrón. In 2011, he was appointed Director of the Molecular Medicine Programme at the same 
Hospital and in October of the same year he obtained a position as Clinical Chief in the Department of 
Biochemistry. He has been Principal Investigator and collaborator researcher in 20 research 
programmes in the context of the activities of the Research, Development and Innovation National Plan 
(Plan Nacional I+D+i). He was Group Coordinator of the Thematic Network of Cooperative Research 
Mitochondrial Diseases of the National Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII), and Group Coordinator of 
the Centre for Biomedical Network Research on Rare Diseases (CIBERER). He has directed six PhD 
theses and authored 147 international scientific publications in the area of neuromuscular diseases. He 
is the author of 82 communications to scientific congresses and 11 book chapters. He has been 
awarded seven research awards in the genetics field and has also been rapporteur of the Live Science 
Area in the Monitoring Committee of the VI “Plan Nacional I+D+i”. Between 2002-2004 he collaborated 
with ISCIII through the coordination of the Technical Evaluation Committee of Neurological and Mental 
Diseases. During the period 2005-2007 was Coordinator of the ISCIII Call for Projects and from 2005 to 
2012 led the Technical Evaluation Committee of Human Resources of the ISCIII. He is a member of 
several advisory and evaluation committees both at national and international levels in research and 
innovation activities and a Professor of Master´s Degrees in the genetics field and scientific 
management in several Spanish Universities. From April 2012 to March 2013, he was Deputy Director 
of Evaluation and Research Promotion of the ISCIII and since 2nd March 2013 he is the Director 
General of the National Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII). 

 
Vytenis Andriukaitis; European Commissioner-designate for Health and Food Safety  

 
Pierre Anhoury; CEO, Agir Pour l’Audition 



Clemens-Martin Auer; (1957), Dr, Director General, Ministry of Health, Austria since 2005; 2003–
2007 Chief of Cabinet of former Federal Minister Maria Rauch-Kallat. 

 
Boris Azais; MSD, Director, Public Policy Europe Canada. In his capacity, Boris Azaïs interacts with 

European institutions and governments focusing on industrial policy, competitiveness and innovation in 
Europe and Canada. He speaks at international conferences, produces position papers, and 
coordinates advocacy activities related to the policy framework that enables pharmaceutical innovation. 
Boris Azaïs has participated in working groups of the World Economic Forum and of the Global Health 
Policy Summit developing position papers on the Future of Healthcare Financing and Innovative 
Healthcare Delivery Models. 
 
 

B 

Mary Baker; MBE, is President of the European Brain Council, immediate past President of the 
European Federation of Neurological Associations, Consultant to the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
and Chair of the Working Group on Parkinson’s Disease formed by the WHO in May 1997. In 2008 the 
Council of Europe re-appointed Mary for a second term until March 2012 as one of the patient 
representatives to serve on the Management Board of the European Medicines Agency (EMA), and in 
the same year she was appointed to the IMI JU Scientific Committee. In 2007 Mary was appointed to 
the Council of the Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) and also a Member of the 
ABPI Code of Practice. Other significant appointments include Director at Large for the World Stroke 
Association, former patient editor of the British Medical Journal (BMJ). In June 2011 Mary joined the 
Ethical Issues sub committee of the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicines for a period of three years 
and in July 2011 was invited to become a member of the Network of Global Agenda Councils for a term 
of one year. In 2009 Mary received the prestigious British Neuroscience Association Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to British Neuroscience and for Public Service. Mary is a Patron of the 
European Parkinson’s Disease Association (EPDA) and the former past President of EPDA, a position 
to which she was elected in 1992 when the EPDA was first formed. Mary retired as Chief Executive of 
the Parkinson’s Disease Society of the United Kingdom in 2001 where she had worked for 18 years. An 
Honorary Doctorate from the University of Surrey was conferred upon Mary in 2003 in recognition of her 
work within the world of Parkinson’s disease. 

 
Ian Banks; BSc BAO BCh MB MSc PhD. British. A&E (Accident & Emergency) doctor and general 

practitioner/public health. A member of the Council of the British Medical Association (BMA) and a 
recipient of the Association Medal from the BMA. Chair of European Forum Against Blindness (EFAB) 
President of the European Men's Health Forum and the England & Wales Men’s Health Forum, Vice-
President of the International Society of Men's Health. Prolific author of books on health and on 
medicine. 

 
David Barron; has worked in the English NHS since 2003. He has held a variety of operational and 

strategy roles and has experience of working at the local, regional and national levels of the NHS 
including time in the private office of the NHS Chief Executive. David recently authored the 'Closing the 
Gap' report on the future direction of the NHS and he previously was a member of the European Health 
Forum Gastein Advisory Board and on the panel for EU Health prize for journalists. David is passionate 
about improving the English NHS. He has worked with many international healthcare organisations 
across Europe and the US on ways to improve the delivery of patient care in England. David holds a BA 
in Politics and an MA in Public Administration and Public Policy from the University of York. 

 

Deniz Baskent, Prof. Dr.; Baskent is Professor of Auditory Perception in the Audiology group of the 
Department of Otorhinolaryngology/Head and Neck Surgery, University Medical Center Groningen, 
University of Groningen, Groningen, Netherlands. She is also affiliated with the Research School of 
Behavioural and Cognitive Neuroscience. Baskent studied Electrical Engineering (BSEE; MSEE) at 



Bilkent University, Turkey, and Biomedical Engineering (PhD) at University of Southern California, USA, 
and worked as a research scientist at Starkey, the largest manufacturer of hearing aids in the USA. 
With a wide range of experience in various fields of hearing, hearing impairment, and hearing devices, 
Baskent's research interest focuses on all effects of hearing impairment on both a scientific level, such 
as using measures of psychoacoustics and speech perception, as well as at the social, psychological, 
and societal levels, such as using measures of quality of life. 

 
Nicola Bedlington; is British and was born in Kirkcaldy, Scotland. Nicola studied business and 

human resource management in the UK and France. She lived for almost 10 years in Brussels, Geneva 
for 12 years, moving to Vienna in 2011. Nicola was the founding Director of the European Disability 
Forum, an umbrella organisation uniting over 70 European disability NGOs and National Councils of 
Disabled People to advocate for the human rights and inclusion of disabled citizens in Europe (1996 to 
1999), and prior to this she worked as an external expert for the European Commission, heading the 
NGO unit within the HELIOS Programme, a European Commission Action Programme promoting equal 
opportunities for disabled people (1991-1996). From 2004 to 2006, she worked for the Swiss 
Government, leading the Environment and Schools Initiatives Secretariat (ENSI), an international 
government-based network set up by OECD focussing on innovation, action research and policy 
development in the field of Education for Sustainable Development. Whilst in Switzerland, she has also 
worked as an independent consultant/evaluator, specialising in European social and development 
policy and health advocacy. Nicola joined the European Patients’ Forum as its first Executive Director in 
June 2006. In this capacity, she is the Co-ordinator of the European Patient Academy on Therapeutic 
Innovation (EUPATI). 

 
Hédinn Svarfdal Björnsson; MA; Björnsson is a health promotion specialist at the Icelandic 
Directorate of Health, where he‘s the programme manager of projects such as Health Promoting 
Secondary Schools and Health Promoting Communities, with a particular emphasis is on Social 
Marketing and Health Literacy. He previously worked at the Public Health Institute of Iceland. He also 
teaches subjects relating to Health Promotion at three Icelandic universities and offers practical 
workshops on Motivational Interviewing, mostly to healthcare professionals. His background is in Social 
Psychology, but his current PhD project is within the sphere of Public Health (Health Literacy). 

 
Edith Bon; is a French lawyer running her own law firm in Paris. She studied European and 
international law and holds both a Master in European law and in European policies. She is specialised 
in product safety, labelling and packaging and in consumer and patient rights. She is involved in many 
activities relating to environmental health. She focuses more particularly on the use of dental mercury at 
the French, European and international level and works regularly with different actors from civil society 
on this topic. 

 
Mathias Bonk; Dr., MD, a paediatrician with working experience in Germany, India and the United 
Kingdom and trained in Tropical Medicine and International Health (MSc), is currently working as a 
freelance Global Health consultant and is undertaking a research project on Germany´s global health 
policies at the University of Heidelberg, Germany. He has been the Program Director of the World 
Health Summit at the Charité in Berlin, and the coordinator of the M8 Alliance of Academic Health 
Centers, Universities and National Academies. In addition, together with The Lancet, he initiated and 
co-organized the “New Voices in Global Health Program”, a competitive abstract submission and 
selection program designed to highlight important research, policy and advocacy initiatives of new and 
future leaders in global health.  Within the WHS-context he has been working with a broad range of 
academic, political, non-governmental and private sector organizations, especially with WHO, TDR, 
UNICEF, GAVI Alliance, UNAIDS, the European Commission and the World Bank. Dr. Bonk is a 
member of the German Society for Child- and Adolescent Health, German Society for Paediatric 
Infectious Diseases and the Working Group on Tropical Paediatrics. 

Andre Boorsma; Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research (TNO), the Netherlands 

 



Elio Borgonovi; SDA Bocconi University, Italy and President, Research Centre of Health and Social 
Service Management (CERGAS) 

 
Kristensen Finn Børlum; EUnetHTA. Finn is Chairman of the Executive Committee, European 

Network for HTA (EUnetHTA) since 2009, and Director of the Coordinating Secretariat of EUnetHTA 
Joint Actions, Danish Health and Medicines Authority (DHMA), Denmark. He has been an adjunct 
professor in health services research and health technology assessment (HTA) at University of 
Southern Denmark since 1999. Previously, Dr. Kristensen was Director of the Danish Centre for HTA 
(DACEHTA), Danish Health and Medicines Authority (DHMA), Denmark 1997–2009; Director of 
Research, Danish Institute for Health Services Research, DSI, 1994–97; and PhD Fellow, Assistant 
Professor, Associate Professor, Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Copenhagen 1984-1994.  

 
John Bowis; OBE is a former MEP and Member of the British Parliament. From 1987 to 1997, he 

served as Member of the UK Parliament for Battersea, serving two terms in the UK Government as 
Minister for Health (1992-1996). From 1997 to 1999, John Bowis worked as International Policy Adviser 
to the World Health Organization on global campaigns such as ‘Nations for Mental Health’ and ‘Out of 
the Shadows’ dealing with epilepsy. John now acts as an advisor for several organisations in the not-
for-profit sector and the healthcare industry including GSK, Conservative Europe Group, the European 
Alliance for Personalised Medicine, FIPRA, Policy Action and Hanover. He is also Board Member of 
TBVI, Global Initiative on Psychiatry, Gamian Europe, European Men’s Health Forum, SANE,World 
Federation for Mental Health and Maastricht University European Health Faculty. John is a Patron of 
the Fund for Epilepsy, Vice President of Diabetes UK and Ambassador of the National AIDS Trust and 
Alzheimer’s Society. In 1981, John was awarded an Order of the British Empire. He is also an Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal College of Psychiatrists and the Royal College of Physicians. 

 
Jack Bowman; CEO, Handle My Health. By approaching every project with vigour, Jack has 
developed everything from patient centred systems to medicine adherence programs to multi-system 
integrations and much more! At HandleMyHealth, Jack works to develop a medication compliance and 
quality of life support system for more personalized medicine and more effective treatment. 

 
Angela Brand; MD PhD MPH, Founder and Full Professor of the Institute for Public Health Genomics 
(IPHG) at the Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences at Maastricht University, the Netherlands, 
as well as Dr. T.M. Pai Endowed Chair on Public Health Genomics at Manipal University, India. 
Specialist in Public Health Medicine, Master of Public Health (Johns Hopkins University), Pediatrician; 
Worked in the clinics, at various academic institutions and in governmental bodies in the USA and 
Germany; Director of the European Centre for Public Health Genomics (ECPHG), Coordinator of the 
Public Health Genomics European Network (PHGEN, www.phgen.eu) and the FP7 ERAfrica project 
innXchange on innovation creation and management (www.erafrica.eu), Full Partner of the FP7 CSA 
PerMed on Personalised Medicine (www.permed2020.eu), President of the Section Public Health 
Genomics within the European Public Health Association (EUPHA), Editor-in-Chief of the international 
journal Public Health Genomics, Advisory Board Member of the EU Innovation Medicine Initiative (IMI) 
project OncoTrack (www.oncotrack.eu), Scientific Advisory Board Member of the Ludwig Boltzmann 
Institute for Health Technology Assessment (LBI), Scientific Advisory Committee Member of the 
Genomic Medicine Alliance (GMA), Steering Committee Member of the “Forward Look on Personalised 
Medicine” of the European Science Foundation and of the European Alliance for Personalised Medicine 
(EAPM, www.euapm.eu); Expert for the European Agency for Reconstruction, OECD, WHO, European 
Commission, ECDC, Netherlands Genomics Initiative (NGI), German Robert Koch-Institut (RKI), 
Genome Canada etc. Fellow of the Rockefeller Foundation, USA, and of the 21st Century Trust of the 
Wellcome Trust, UK. 

 
Helmut Brand; Dr. med., Dr. h.c., MSc, MFPH, DLSHTM is Professor of European Public Health and 
Head of the Department of International Health at Maastricht University. He studied Medicine in 
Düsseldorf and Zürich and earned a Master in Community Medicine from London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine and London School of Economics. Prof. Brand is a specialist in Public Health 



Medicine in Germany and the UK. He has worked in several Health Authorities and Ministries of Health. 
For 13 years he was Director of the Public Health Institute of North Rhine Westphalia in Germany. 
Since then European Integration in Health has been the main topic of his work. His recent research 
focus is on the European dimension of cross border health, comparative studies, policy advice and 
surveillance systems.  

 
Maria Luisa Brandi; Dr., took the MD Degree in 1977, the Board in Endocrinology in 1980 and the 

PhD Degree in Cell Biology in 1987. She is Full Professor of Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases at 
the University of Florence, Florence, Italy. She is directing the Regional Programme on Hereditary 
Endocrine Tumours and the Bone Metabolic Unit at the University of Florence. The Unit is active both in 
clinical and in basic research for bone and mineral metabolic disorders. Her basic background is in 
molecular endocrinology applied to clinical medicine. She developed several novel cell biological 
models used in basic research worldwide. Her reputation in the area of bone and mineral metabolism is 
well recognised nationally and internationally. She owns seven patents and has published over 500 
papers in peer reviewed journals and 200 chapters in books. She has been and is the main investigator 
for several major applications granted from national and international Agencies and Institutions. She 
was the President of the Italian Society of Osteoporosis, and serves as a member of the Scientific 
Committee of the International Osteoporosis Foundation. She is General Secretary of the European 
Society for Clinical and Economic Aspects of Osteoporosis and Osteoarthritis and President of the 
Fondazione Italiana per la Ricerca sulle Malattie dell’Osso. She is the Editor-in-Chief of Clinical Cases 
in Mineral and Bone Metabolism. 

 
Eleanor Brooks; Lancaster University; Research Associate, European Public Health Alliance 

 
Peter Brosch; Dr. (born 1957) studied Science of Communication, is Head of the Unit “Hospital 

Financing, DRG, Semantics” at the Austrian Ministry of Health. He worked in several information 
projects, Austria’s EU-integration and several working groups at the European level, among others on 
eHealth. Main areas of work are the Austrian DRG-system and the improvement of medical 
documentation primarily in the ambulatory care sector, aiming at a better integration of inpatient and 
outpatient care services. By now work on European level focuses on Semantic Interoperability. 

 
Chris Brown; has over 25 years of international experience in working in different policy sectors to 
reduce poverty and support sustainable and inclusive growth; she currently works in the WHO 
European Office for Investment for Health and Development leading a programme on Social 
Determinants of Health and Development. The most recent publication ‘Governance for Health Equity’ 
explores why efforts to integrate health equity and development succeed or fail in practice. 

 
James Buchan; Queen Margaret University, UK. Professor James Buchan is based in the School of 
Health in Queen Margaret University. He is also an Associate at the WHO European Observatory on 
Health Systems, and an Adjunct Professor at the University of Technology, Sydney, Australia. 
Professor Buchan has more than twenty years experience of practice, policy research and consultancy 
on HR and workforce strategy and planning in the health sector. He has worked throughout the UK, and 
also has international work experience in a range of countries in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas. 
In 2000/01, he was seconded to work on HR issues at WHO. He has also worked in the USA as a 
Harkness Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania.  

 
Claus Burci Nielsen; Vice Chair, Continua Health Alliance, Denmark 

 
Harry Burns; Professor of Global Health, University of Strathclyde, UK. Sir Harry Burns graduated in 
medicine from Glasgow University in 1974. He trained in surgery in Glasgow and developed a research 
interest in the metabolic consequences of illness and injury.  He was appointed Honorary Consultant 
Surgeon and Senior Lecturer in Surgery in the University Department of Surgery at the Royal Infirmary 
in Glasgow in 1984. Working with patients in the east end of Glasgow gave him an insight into the 



complex inter-relationships between socioeconomic status and illness. He completed a Masters Degree 
in Public Health in 1990 and shortly afterwards was appointed Medical Director of The Royal Infirmary. 
In 1994, he became Director of Public Health for Greater Glasgow Health Board, a position he occupied 
until 2005. During his time with Greater Glasgow Health Board he continued research into the problems 
of social determinants of health but also worked on measurement of outcomes in a variety of clinical 
conditions, including cancer. In 2005, he became Chief Medical Officer for Scotland where his 
responsibilities included aspects of public health policy, health protection and, for a time, sport. In April 
2014 he became Professor of Global Public Health at Strathclyde University. He continues to work on 
the determinants of wellbeing and the methods that can be used to improve wellbeing in communities. 

 
Tatjana Buzeti; MBA, BA, food science and technology, project manager; Tatjana has more than 10 
years experience in public health as a field worker, researcher and policy advisor. She was head of the 
Research and Development Unit at the Regional Institute of Public Health Murska Sobota for more than 
4 years. As a program manager of the pilot program Mura, she worked closely with the Ministry of 
Health of the Republic of Slovenia (MOH) and the WHO European Office for Investment for Health and 
Development in Venice. She was a member of the programming board for the regional development 
program 2007- 2013.  Her major areas of work include the development and implementation of the 
investment for health approach, cross-sectoral cooperation, nutrition and physical activity programs, 
and tackling socio-economic determinants of health. From 2010 to 2013 she worked at the MOH in the 
area of public health. She was also head of WHO Collaborating Centre for capacity building in cross- 
sectoral investment for health from 2009 to 2013. She is co-author of different publications including, 
“Positioning health equity and the social determinants of health on the regional development agenda”, 
published in 2013, “Health Inequalities in Slovenia”, published in 2011, “Investment for health and 
development in Slovenia-Programme Mura”, published in 2008 and a Health Promotion Strategy and 
Action Plan for Tackling Health Inequalities in the Pomurje Region, published in 2005. 
 
 

C 

Goran Cerkez; Assistant Minister for International Cooperation and Coordination of Strategy 
Development, Federal Ministry of Health, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Chair of the Executive 
Committee, South-eastern Europe Health Network (SEEHN) 

 
Lourdes Chamorro; Health and Social Affairs, European External Action Service (EEAS) 

 
Nathalie Chaze; Head of Unit, Healthcare Systems Unit, DG Health and Consumers, European 
Commission 

 
Hung-yi Chiou; Ph.D., Prof, is the current Vice President of Taipei Medical University and Director of 

the Dr. Chi-Hsin Huang Stroke Research Centre. Furthermore he acts as a Director of the Health and 
Clinical Research Data Centre and is Professor at the School of Public Health at the Taipei Medical 
University. Besides holding many leadership positions in the past he is currently also Honorary 
Treasurer at the Asia-Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health and President of the Taiwan 
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) Association. 

 
Shu-Ti Chiou; M.D. Ph.D. MSc, a board-certificated family physician and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology, is 
Director General of the Health Promotion Administration, Ministry of Health and Welfare, Taiwan. She 
specialized in preventive medicine and health services research. In 2006, Dr. Chiou and her colleagues 
established the Taiwan Network of Health Promoting Hospitals. Currently, she is the President of the 
International Network of Health Promoting Hospitals and Health Services (initiated by WHO), elected in 
April 2012 with a term of two years. She is also the Chair of the International Task Force on Health 
Promoting Hospitals and Environment, the Chair of the International Task Force on Health Promoting 



Hospitals and Age-Friendly Health Care. In 2013, she was elected as the Global Vice President of the 
International Union for Health Promotion and Education (IUHPE). 

 
Dijana Cimera; Assistant Minister, Ministry of Health, Croatia 

 
Francesca Colombo; OECD, Head of Health Division. As Head of the OECD Health Division, 
Francesca Colombo is responsible for OECD work on health, which aims at providing internationally 
comparable data on health systems and applying economic analysis to health policies, advising policy 
makers, stakeholders and citizens on how to respond to demands for more and better health care. She 
works with the Director and Deputy Director of the OECD Directorate for Employment, Labour and 
Social Affairs to support the strategic orientations of the Secretary-General and their implementation in 
the area of health. Mrs. Colombo was a Senior Health Policy Analyst in the Health Division and since 
November 2013 has been acting Head of the Health Division. She has led projects on the performance 
of health systems in OECD countries, covering a wide range of topics, including quality of health care 
policies, health financing and the impact of private health insurance on health systems, health 
workforce and the international migration of doctors and nurses. She has been responsible for OECD 
Asian Social and Health activities with non-member countries, working with the OECD/Korea Policy 
Centre. More recently, she was responsible for a major review of health care quality policies across 
over a dozen OECD countries. She is a leading international expert on health and care issues for 
elderly populations and also held responsibilities for co-ordinating OECD involvement at high-level 
meetings such as on diabetes and dementia. Mrs Colombo joined the OECD in 1999. Prior to that, she 
was seconded to the Ministry of Health and Labour of Guyana as Acting Head of the Planning Unit, 
where she was instrumental to the implementation of financing and governance reforms of the health 
system, and also worked at UNCTAD. Over her career, she has travelled extensively in Europe, South 
America and Asia, advising governments on health system policies and reforms. Mrs Colombo holds a 
MSc Development Studies from the London School of Economics and Political Science (United 
Kingdom) and BSc in Economics and Management from Bocconi School of Economics (Italy). 

 
Clive Cookson; has worked in science journalism for the whole of his professional life. He graduated 
with a First Class degree in chemistry from Oxford University in 1974.  After journalism training on the 
Luton Evening Post, he became science correspondent of the Times Higher Education Supplement in 
London and then spent four years in Washington as American Editor of THES. He returned to London 
in 1981 as technology correspondent of The Times and moved to BBC Radio as science correspondent 
in 1983. He joined the Financial Times as technology editor in 1987 and has been Science Editor of the 
FT since 1991.  

 
Caroline Costongs; is Managing Director at EuroHealthNet, a European Partnership for improving 

health, equity and wellbeing (www.eurohealthnet.eu). EuroHealthNet is based in Brussels and is 
supported by the EC Programme for Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI). Its principal partners 
are national and regional public health institutes and health authorities and key activities are policy 
development (health equity, social investment, health promotion), advocacy, project and research 
development, communication and networking. Caroline represents EuroHealthNet on the EU Expert 
Group on Health Inequalities and Social Determinants and supports APHEA (public health 
accreditation) as a Board member. Caroline has a MSc in Public Health from the University of 
Maastricht. Being at EuroHealthNet since 1999, she managed several EC co-funded projects on health 
inequalities, healthy ageing, HiAP, social inclusion and capacity building for health promotion. Before 
she joined EuroHealthNet, she worked at the Netherlands Olympic Committee and Sports 
Confederation (NOC*NSF) where she set up and coordinated a national campaign on physical activity 
promotion for young people. Caroline also worked at the Health Institute of the Liverpool John Moores 
University where she did research on intersectoral collaboration for health as part of an EU FP4 urban 
health research project. Before that, she was active at the National Capacity Building Institute of the 
Ministry of Education in a Latin-American country.  

 

http://www.eurohealthnet.eu/


John Crawford; Healthcare Industry Leader, IBM Europe. John is jointly responsible for IBM’s 
Healthcare business in Europe, the Middle East and Africa. He is a member of several healthcare IT 
industry groups, including COCIR, vContinua Health Alliance and Intellect. He represents IBM on the 
industry Team Steering Group of epSOS, an EU project to enable cross -border digital health services. 
He is often invited to provide expert commentary about developments in eHealth, and has spoken at 
many conferences including EuroPACS, MIR, ECR, TTeC, pHealth, World of Health IT, the BCS 
Healthcare Computing Conference, the Danish eHealth Observatory , and the Global eHealth Forum. 
He has presented on the evolution of eHealth at the INSEAD Business School, Fontainebleau, and he 
provides briefings on IBM’s healthcare business and eHealth to the press and analysts. 

 
Wendy Currie; Professor of Information Systems, Audencia Nantes University, France; Editor in 
Chief, Health Policy & Technology. Wendy Currie is Professor of Information Systems at Audencia, 
School of Management, Nantes, France. She is Editor-in-Chief of the new FPM journal Health Policy 
and Technology. Her research focuses on ICT and health policy and practice. 

 
Katarzyna Czabanowska; MA, PhD, Associate Professor at the Department of International Health, 
Faculty of Health Medicine and Life Sciences at Maastricht University and  a coordinator of the 
Leadership for European Public Health Continuous Professional Development Programme. She has a 
background in English philology, social science and business administration.  She obtained her PhD in 
public health in the area of qualitative research methods from the Faculty of Health Sciences, 
Jagiellonian University Medical College, Krakow, Poland. Her research focus is on public health 
workforce development in Europe. This subject includes diverse topics such as: public health 
leadership, public health competences, innovative methods for transferring, practicing and measuring 
skill development and mastery, assessment and self-assessment methods, competence-based 
education, identification of skill gaps between the job market and taught curricula, lifelong learning and 
migration of healthcare workforce. Dr. Czabanowska has expertise in effective leadership of multicentre 
consortia and research projects in Europe and globally. She is a member of the ASPHER Working 
Group on Good Practice in Public Health Teaching and Innovation, WHO/ASPHER Working Group on 
Public Health Workforce Development within European Public Health Operation (EPHO) 7 initiative and 
Think-Tank Working Group on Global Health Structures and Governance. She serves on several 
scientific boards. She is a member of the Executive Board of ASPHER. Her research is reflected in 
many publications including articles published in peer reviewed journals, books, book chapters and 
students’ manuals.  
 
 

D 

Maggie Davies; is the Executive Director of the Health Action Partnership International (HAPI). HAPI 
was set up 3 years ago by the Department of Health (UK) to act as a broker to bring together 
professionals and organisations from across the globe to work on health and its social determinants. In 
this context, Maggie manages several multi-country projects on behalf of the EU and other international 
organisations on a range of health related topics. Maggie is the lead tutor on the Distance Learning 
MSc in Health Promotion for the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and she is on the 
board of the People’s University. Maggie is a Fellow of the Faculty of Public Health. Maggie has a 
record of publication in the field and most recently has been an editor on books on assets and health 
and governance for health in all policies. Maggie has been a volunteer for non-governmental agencies 
and has been a director of the Terrence Higgins Trust and Rape Crisis, Croydon. She is a Global Vice 
President for the International Union of Health Promotion and Education. Previously a lecturer in 
semiotics, Maggie has over 20 years experience of work in the field of public health which has ranged 
from managing local services, to national government, to large-scale international projects. 

 
Johan De Cock; General Administrator, National Institute for Health and Disability Insurance, 
Belgium 



 
Toni Dedeu, Dr; graduated in Medicine and Surgery from the University of Barcelona. He specialised 
in Family Medicine and Urology. He earned an MSc in Health Economics from University Pompeu 
Fabra, Barcelona, Spain; an MSc in Primary Health Care from the Autonomous University of Barcelona, 
Spain and an MSc in Healthcare Management from the University of Manchester, UK. He has more 
than 15 years’ experience in management in the health sector. He worked extensively on the design 
and implementation of primary healthcare reform in various European countries and also contributed to 
the design and implementation of the eHealth strategy in Catalonia. In the last twelve years he has also 
participated in the implementation of primary care and health technology agencies in various countries 
in the former Soviet Union, such as Russia, Ukraine, the Central Asian countries, and in Sri Lanka, 
Nepal and Bangladesh as well. He is the former International Officer of the Spanish Family and 
Community Medicine Society (semFYC) and member of the Wonca World and Wonca Europe Council, 
(Wonca: World Association of Family Doctors). He has held various management posts in the health 
care system in Catalonia. Currently, he is one of the co-ordinators of the Action Area of Organisational 
Models of the European Commission initiative ‘European Innovation Partnership in Active and Healthy 
Ageing in Integrated Care’. Dr. Dedeu is a visiting lecturer in various universities in Europe and has 
published papers in high impact factor specialised journals and also has been co-author in various 
books in international health systems analysis. He has participated in various European Commission 
research projects as principal investigator. His main research interests are health systems, integrated 
care, chronic care, community care, public health, eHealth and health and social care innovation. In the 
last four years, Dr Dedeu has been the Senior Officer and Director of International Affairs of the Ministry 
of Health of Catalonia, Spain, and responsible for the international affairs for the regional Ministry of 
Health of Catalonia. Currently, he is Director of Research and Knowledge Exchange of the Digital 
Health Institute in Scotland, UK, a consortia between the University of Edinburgh, the University of 
Glasgow and the NHS 24 Scotland. He is also the Chair of EUREGHA (European Association for 
Regional and Local Health Authorities). 

 
Joan Duda; Professor of Sport and Exercise Psychology, School of Sport, Exercise and 
Rehabilitation Sciences, University of Birmingham, UK. She completed her B.A. (1977) in psychology at 
Rutgers University, her M.S. degree (1978) in physical education at Purdue University, and Ph.D. 
(1981) in Sport Psychology/Kinesiology at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Professor 
Duda is internationally known for her expertise on motivational processes and determinants of 
adherence and optimal functioning within physical and performance-related activities such as sport, 
exercise, and dance. She also has an extensive applied and research background in the development 
of psychological skills in sport and other performance domains.  Based on her long-standing research 
and applied work in this area, Joan has created the theory- and evidence-based Empowering 
CoachingTM family of training programmes which are being delivered to coaches, parents and teachers 
in the UK and abroad.  She is experienced in developing, implementing and evaluating such 
theoretically grounded interventions in healthy as well as clinical populations across the lifespan. Her 
research is marked by an integration across major theoretical frameworks, methodological 
advancements and incorporates field to lab-based studies employing sophisticated quantitative 
techniques and qualitative approaches. Professor Duda has been a mental skills consultant for over 25 
years, working with athletes, coaches, and parents involved in a variety of sports at different competitive 
levels. 

 
Claus Duedal Pedersen; is the Head of the Department for Clinical Innovation at OUH Odense 
University Hospital. OUH Odense University Hospital is the largest hospital in Denmark with 1300 beds 
and more then 900.000 out-patients visits every year. Claus Duedal Pedersen is charge of 
development, testing and implementation of telemedicine and eHealth solutions on a wide range of 
areas within the hospital. Over the last 3 – 4 years, various telemedicine solutions have gone from pilot 
projects to daily practise. The solutions have primarily focus on improving the cooperation between the 
hospital, the primary sector and the patients. Examples like home-hospitalisation of COPD patients, 
videoconference based language interpretation service, and shared care system for diabetic foot ulcer 
patients between homecare and hospital experts. Many of the solutions have been developed in EU 



projects and are currently being evaluated at large scale and in RCTs as part of the EU project 
RENEWING HEALTH. Claus Duedal Pedersen has been working in MedCom - the national Danish 
organisation for implementation of electronic communication in the health and socal care sector. From 
2000 – 2003 Claus Duedal Pedersen was in charge of establishing the national Danish IP-based 
healthcare network. From 2003 – 2008 Claus Duedal Pedersen was the head of MedCom’s 
international department and project manager of a number of EU projects and is at the moment 
coordinator of the RENEWING HEALTH project. Claus Duedal Pedersen graduated from University of 
Southern Denmark with a master degree in Economic in 1995. 

 
Gilles Dussault; is Professor at the Institute of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (IHMT, Lisbon, 
Portugal) and Coordinator of the WHO Collaborating Centre on Health Workforce Policy and Planning. 
Before joining IHMT in August 2006, he worked as Senior Health Specialist at the World Bank Institute. 
Between 1985 and 2000, he was Professor and Director of the Department of Health Administration, 
University of Montreal. He has worked principally on topics related to the regulation and management of 
the health workforce. He is the author or co-author of 12 books and monographs, and more than 80 
articles in peer-reviewed and professional journals. 
 
 

E 

Falk Ehmann; MD, PhD, MSc is currently working in the Specialised Scientific Disciplines Department 
of the European Medicines Agency (EMA). His main responsibilities include facilitating Innovation and 
novel methodologies in drug development specifically in the areas of Pharmacogenomics, 
Nanomedicines, Borderline and Combined Medicinal Products, and other -omics especially in 
connection with Personalised Medicine. Further areas of expertise include policy development of 
Similar Biological Medicinal Products (Biosimilars) with focus on monoclonal antibodies and vaccines. 
Prior to joining the EMA Dr. Ehmann studied European law and was a Public Health Researcher at the 
Robert Koch Institute in Berlin and Medical Intern at different University Hospitals including Bordeaux, 
Munich, Berlin, Geneva and Tanzania. Falk Ehmann wrote his PhD thesis on Molecular Intra-cellular 
Cell Signalling in the Department for Cellular Signal Transduction at the University Hospital Hamburg-
Eppendorf. His Master Thesis discusses coping mechanisms and responses of European Health Care 
Systems to the 2009 H1N1v Influenza Pandemic. 

 
Milva Ekonomi; Deputy Minister of Health, Ministry of Health, Albania 

 
Nedret Emiroglu; Deputy Director, Division of Communicable Diseases, Health Security and the 
Environment, and the Special Representative of the Regional Director on MDGs and Governance, 
WHO Regional Office for Europe 
 
 

F 

Nick Fahy; is an independent EU health policy expert and researcher in health policy and innovation. 
Fahy has over fifteen years of experience at senior level in European health policy, including ten years 
in the Health and Consumers Directorate-General of the European Commission, most recently as head 
of unit for health information. He has led the development of major European initiatives such as the 
multi-stakeholder European Partnership for Action Against Cancer and the directive on cross-border 
care, and represented the European Union in international forums such as the World Health Assembly. 
He has a particular interest in the contribution of psychology to public policy, such as contributing to the 
expert group on measurement of and target-setting for well-being advising the World Health 
Organization's Regional Office for Europe. Before the Commission, Mr Fahy worked on issues such as 
European affairs and pharmaceutical policy at the UK Department of Health, as well as being private 
secretary to both John Horam MP, junior minister for the National Health Service, and Tessa Jowell MP, 



the first Minister of State for Public Health. Nick also contributes to academic work, both through his 
own ongoing PhD research at Queen Mary University of London and as a visiting lecturer at 
Management Centre Innsbruck and Maastricht University. 

 
Armin H. Fidler; MD, MPH, MSc. Lead Adviser for Health Policy and Strategy, Human Development 

Network, The World Bank. From 2000-2008 Sector Manager for Health, Nutrition, Population for Europe 
and Central Asia at the World Bank; MD (University of Innsbruck, Austria); DTM&H (Bernhard Nocht 
Institute, Hamburg); MPH & MSc. (Harvard University’s School of Public Health); Certificates in 
Management (Harvard Business School) and Public Finance and Welfare Economics (London School 
of Economics and Political Science); Adjunct Faculty, The George Washington University School of 
Public Health and lecturer at the Management Center Innsbruck (MCI). 

 
Elisabeth Fiedler; studied English, specialising in psychiatry at the University of Vienna, which she 
broke off due to her Crohn´s Disease. After gaining a diploma as a biomedical technologist she worked 
at the Radiation Therapy University Clinic at the AKH Wien and afterwards in her husband´s GP 
practice. She has suffered from Crohn´s Disease since 1970. She has been a member of the ÖMCCV 
Foundation since 1984, which has been a co-foundation of the European Federation of 
Crohn´s/ulcerative Colitis Associations since 1989. Currently she is executive committee member and 
vice-chairman, specialising in giving help to found IBD-associations especially in Eastern Europe. She 
still works as a social volunteer, attending congresses and conventions on IBD and social policy, joining 
working groups on health policy, media training, mentoring and consulting work especially in new 
associations. 

 

Josep Figueras; MD, MPH, PhD (econ) Spanish, is the Director of the European Observatory on 
Health Systems and Policies and Head of the WHO European Centre on Health Policy in Brussels. In 
addition to WHO, he has served other major multilateral organisations such as the European 
Commission and the World Bank. He is a member of several advisory and editorial boards and has 
served as advisor in more than forty countries within the European region and beyond. He is member of 
APHEA board of accreditation; honorary fellow of the UK faculty of public health medicine, has twice 
been awarded the EHMA prize, and in 2006 received the Andrija Stampar Medal. He was head of the 
MSc in Health Services Management at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and he is 
currently Visiting Professor at Imperial College, London. His research focuses on comparative health 
system and policy analysis and he is editor of the European Observatory series published by Open 
University Press. He has published several volumes in this field, the last two: Health systems, health 
and wealth: assessing the case for investing in health systems (2012) and Health professional mobility 
and health systems (2011). 

 
Breda Flood; has been the President of EFA since 2011 and remains a board member for EFA’s 
member the Asthma Society of Ireland. As a severe asthma patient, she has been able to provide 
valuable insights as a patient expert during EFA’s participation in EU projects like U-BIOPRED and 
AirPROM. She is also active in the European Lung Foundation’s Patient Advisory Committee: in the 
European Academy of Allergy and Clinical Immunology’s Patient Organisations’ Committee, and is 
often invited by the Innovative Medicines Initiative to discuss or present patient involvement in EU health 
research. 

 
Bruno Frachet; Hôpital Rothschild, France 

 
Ane Fullaondo Zabala; Dr. obtained the MD in Biology at the Autonomous University of Madrid 
(2005) and her PhD in Genetics and Molecular Biology from the University of the Basque Country 
(2009). She studied for a Master in research methods and evaluation of health services and health 
economics of the National Distance Education University (UNED, Spain). Since the end of 2012, she 
has been a project manager in KRONIKGUNE. Her main research focus is on patient-centred 
integrated care, patient empowerment and telemedicine. 
 



 

G 

Adriana Galan; Public Health and Health Management Consultant, National Institute for Public 
Health, Romania 

 
Gauden Galea; Director of the Division of NCDs and Life-Course, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

 
Pascal Garel; has been Chief Executive of HOPE, the European Hospital and Healthcare Federation, 
since September 2005. Educated in political science (Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, 1986) and 
European law (University of Rennes, 1992), he became Hospital Manager in 1989 with the diploma of 
the French National School of Public Health. Mr. Garel has been actively involved in mechanisms of 
decision in the hospital sector on various issues including research, hospital management, quality and 
patient safety development, for more than twenty years, at hospital level, in national, European and 
international contexts. His main professional background is healthcare management, with twelve years 
experience in France in two Teaching Hospital Centres: Nantes and Rouen. Previous posts also include 
director of the European and International Department of the French Hospital Federation and 
responsibilities for Central and Eastern Europe at the French Ministry of Health. Associated lecturer at 
the University Paris Dauphine, he also teaches at the Alexandria University Senghor and at the French 
National School of Public Health.  
 

Jan Geissler; Director, European Patients Academy on Therapeutic Innovation 

 
Sylvain Giraud; Head of Unit, Strategy and International Unit, DG Health and Consumers, European 
Commission 
 

Dermot Glynn; read PPE as an Exhibitioner at Balliol. He then taught economics and business 
studies and became a research consultant to the Department of Applied Economics at Cambridge, and 
member of the Economics Faculty. He became Economic Director of the CBI, Chief Economist at 
KPMG, and UK managing director of NERA before founding the economics consultancy Europe 
Economics in 1998.  Europe Economics employs some 20 full- time highly qualified economists and 
support staff and has conducted many important studies in the fields of regulatory and competition 
policy.  Dermot Glynn handed over management responsibilities in 2012, but remains a senior adviser 
to the firm. Both at NERA and at Europe Economics Dermot Glynn has directed and contributed to 
economic studies of regulatory and competition issues throughout the economy, in the UK and in other 
countries.  Healthcare and pharmaceuticals have been an area of special interest throughout. He was 
appointed a member of the UK Competition Appeal Tribunal in January 2011, where he sits as a 
member of panels ruling on appeals against decisions by other competition and regulatory authorities. 

 
Frazer Goodwin; is Senior Advocacy Adviser with the EU Office of Save the Children in Brussels. He 

studied Human Ecology in Huddersfield (BSc) and Brussels (Masters). Goodwin has been active in EU 
policy making, both within the European Commission and in NGOs, for more than twenty years 
following policies related to environment, transport and health, including being Co-Chair of the NGO 
Forum for the UNECE/WHO conference on Transport Environment and Health. Since 2007 he has 
been following the EU’s role in Global Health, firstly with the European Public Health Alliance, where he 
became the first co-chair of the EU’s Global Health Policy Forum in 2010. He has worked with Save the 
Children since 2012 and leads their work on Child survival and nutrition in European Development 
policy making. 

 
Scott L. Greer; Ph.D., a political scientist, does research on the consequences for health policy and 

the welfare state of federalism, decentralisation, and European integration. He has done research on 
health politics and policy in the United Kingdom, United States, Canada, France, Germany and Spain 
as well as EU politics and policy. Before coming to Michigan, he taught at the University of London. He 



currently directs a two-year project on the consequences for health services and political participation of 
elections to health boards in Scotland, is editing two books (on decentralisation in health care with Joan 
Costa I Font of the LSE and on EU public health policy, with Paulette Kurzer of the University of 
Arizona), and is writing a book with Margitta Maetzke of Johannes Kepler University Linz on the role of 
the state in English, German and American health care.   

 
Peter Groenewegen; Prof. is Director of the Netherlands Institute for Health Services Research 

NIVEL and part-time Professor at Utrecht University. He is member of the Executive Board of the 
European Forum for Primary Care (EFPC). He is a sociologist by education. His main research 
interests include international comparative studies, health policy and health care organisation, and 
research utilisation and societal impact of research. He is the (co-) author of numerous international 
articles on primary care, on disease management, on organisational change in health care, and on 
public trust in health care providers and institutions (see http://www.nivel.nl/en/prof-pp-peter-
groenewegen-msc-phd).  

 
Trevor Gunn; Senior Director, International Relations, Medtronic, USA 
 
 

H 

Erica Hackenitz; obtained an MSc in Biology (environment, tropical health and nutrition) holds a BSc 

in social sciences. She worked for Preventicon, the first breastcancer screening project in the 
Netherlands, followed by 9 years freelance research consulting in various UN, multi-and bilateral 
projects on environmental health, health ecology and poverty and health, either coordinator or 
researcher. She then joined the Royal Tropical Institute in the Netherlands (KIT) as research 
coordinator in the Department of Health . Since 2003 she is a senior programme officer at ZonMw 
particularly involved in international projects and cooperation. Recently she was the leader of a work 
package in the EC Coordination Action Eurocan+Plus, in ERA-net E-Rare, in ERA-net TRANSCAN and 
currently a work package leader in CSA PerMed. 

 
Ernst Hafen; PhD, is a Professor of Systems Genetics at ETH Zurich and former President of ETH. In 

addition to over 30 years of academic research, he has founded and advised several biotechnology 
companies. He endeavours to assist scientific discovery and its efficient translation into products that 
help society and the economy. As a trained geneticist, Ernst Hafen has a strong interest in human 
genetics and personalised medicine. He posits that an individual’s control over his or her personal 
health data will be a key asset for better and more effective health care. In 2012 he acted as a founding 
member of the Association Data and Health (DatenundGesundheit.ch) whose aim it is to discuss legal, 
ethical and societal issues about health data ownership and to find commercial models permitting 
owners (not third parties) to benefit from their personal data assets. 

 
Alexander Hagenauer; Deputy Director General, Main Association of Austrian Social Insurance 

Institutions European Paediatric Network EnprEMA representative (tbc) 

 
Ferenc Hajnal; European Union of General Practitioners (UMEO), Hungary 

 
Glendon Harris; Board Member, European Forum Against Blindness (EFAB) 

 
Stanimir Hasardzhiev; Dr. Hasardzhiev is one of the founders and the current Chairperson of the 
Bulgarian National Patients’ Organisation (NPO) – the biggest patients’ umbrella organisation in 
Bulgaria. By 2014 the membership of NPO accounts to around 80 disease-specific member 
organisations representing patients with different socially significant diseases. Dr. Hasardzhiev has 
devoted himself to work in the patients’ advocacy sector and in defence of patients’ rights. Stanimir is 
one of the initiators and founders of the World Hepatitis Alliance. In 2011, he represented Bulgarian 

http://www.datenundgesundheit.ch/


patients in the Supervisory Board of the National Health Insurance Fund. From 2011-2013 he was an 
Executive Director of the European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA). Currently he is a board member 
of the European Patients’ Forum, a member of the Steering Committee of ELPA, as well as a member 
of other regional and international organisations and networks, e.g. European Community Advisory 
Board, International Capacity Building Alliance and others. In addition, he is one of the initiators and 
founding members of the new initiative of the European Patients’ Forum and the Bulgarian National 
Patients’ Organiaation – The Patient Access Partnership – a multi stakeholder platform for finding 
innovative solutions to reduce inequities in access to healthcare in Europe. 

 
Renate Heinisch; (1937) Dr. studied Pharmaceutical Science at the Universities of Vienna and 
Würzburg (1956-1962) and was awarded a Doctorate in Biopharmaceutics in 1966. Between 1960 and 
1972 she carried out academic activities at the University of Würzburg; University of Mainz; University 
of Konstanz and the ETH (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology), Zürich. She worked in the 
Pharmaceutical industry between 1970 and 1972 and as a self-employed pharmacist in Boxberg 
(Baden-Württemberg) since 1972. She has also been heavily involved in political activities. Between 
1992 and 1994 she was a member of the State Court of Baden-Württemberg (1992-1994); a Member of 
the European Parliament from 1994-1999; a Member of the District Council (1999-2004) and the Social 
and Cultural Committee – Youth Assistance Committee. Since 1 January 2001 she was a 
representative of the Brussels-based "Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Senioren-Organisationen" 
(Federal Association of Senior Citizens' Organisations - BAGSO). From 1 October 2002 to 2006 she 
was a member of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) – appointed by the German 
Federal Government. Between 2006 and 2010 and from 2010 to 2015 she was reappointed to the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). She has won many awards including the badge of 
honour of Baden-Württemberg for extraordinary voluntary work by the First Minister of Baden-
Württemberg, Lothar Späth (1990) ; the Award of the Federal Cross of Merit for extraordinary voluntary 
work of benefit to society by Federal President Richard von Weizsäcker (1993); the Award of the 
Federal Cross of Merit, First Class, by Federal President Johannes Rau (2000); the Konrad-Adenauer-
Medaille der CDU (15.12.2007). 

 
Nancy Hoeymans; is the project leader of the latest Dutch public health status and forecast report 

(PHSF-2014). She is a senior researcher in the field of public health at the National Institute of Public 
Health and the Environment. Her research interests are in population health, public health forecasting, 
quality of life, and health policy. She has (co-) authored more than 35 papers in international peer-
reviewed journals, as well as a number of reports that are used to design Dutch national health policy. 
She was deputy head of the centre for public health forecasting of the National Institute for Public 
Health and the Environment, at the Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment 
(RIVM). Since 1 September 2014, she is head of the department for monitoring and exposure, within 
the centre for Nutrition, Prevention and Health services at RIVM. 

 
Susanne Hollmann; Deputy Head of Sport Unit, DG Education and Culture, European Commission 

 
Nien Hsiao-Ching; CEO, Liver Disease Prevention & Treatment Research Foundation, Taiwan, 
R.O.C 

 
Jason Hu; Dr., the incumbent Mayor of Taichung City, has been elected 3 times by the citizens of 

Taichung and has since 2001 been Taichung mayor till today. He received his bachelor degree in the 
field of Diplomacy from Taiwan’s National Chenchi University in 1970 and later went to Britain for post-
graduate studies. He first got an MA from South Hampton University and later went to Balliol College of 
Oxford University from which he received his Ph.D in International Relationship. He first taught in 
Chungshan University after returning from Oxford to Taiwan and later was invited to work for the 
Presidential Office and then started his public service career. Since then, he has served as Director-
General of Government Information Office, (National Spokesman) and then appointed as R.O.C. 
Representative to the United States (De Facto Taiwan’s Ambassador to the U.S.) and later became 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. He came back home to run for mayor when his party KMT lost power in 



2000 and won a land-slide victory in the mayoral election and was elected 2 more times as mayor for 
his vision to turn Taichung into a prosperous international cultural city. Taichung City has thus been 
internationally recognized as the best Culture and Art City in 2007, Most Inhabitable City in 2009 and 
Most Intelligent City in 2013, among others. In addition, Mayor Hu was reported as "10 City Slickers--
Noticeable Mayors Worldwide" for his crime-batting achievement by the British "MONOCLE" magazine. 
Facing the rapid aging issues, Mayor Hu took actions to join the WHO "Active Aging Internet in Ireland" 
in 2011 and started to promote the project of "Friendly-aging City". 

 
Michael Hübel; Head of Unit, Health Programme and Diseases, DG Health and Consumers, 
European Commission. Michael undertook his primary and secondary education in Germany and the 
United States. He majored in Political Science then studied Public Law and History in Bonn/Germany 
and Canberra/Australia. Following that he worked in a number of different German youth and social 
welfare organisations. Between 1989 and 1995 he worked in the Social Welfare Division of the German 
Red Cross, initially in the Social Policy Unit, then as the European Representative of the German Red 
Cross. He has been working for the European Commission since 1995, initially in DG V (Employment 
and Social Affairs); but since 2000 in the DG Health and Consumer Protection, Public Health 
Directorate. He worked on general health policy analysis and development until 2003, but since 
September 2003 he has been working in the Health Determinants unit, with responsibility for social and 
environmental determinants of health. In June 2004 he became Deputy Head of Unit, then in November 
2005 he was appointed Head of Unit, with responsibilities including nutrition and physical activity, 
mental health, addictions (alcohol and drugs), HIV/AIDS, and wider determinants of health.  

 
Jan Oliver Huber; Secretary General, PHARMIG 

 
David Hunter; is Professor of Health Policy and Management, Durham University. David is director of 

the Centre for Public Policy and Health (CPPH), School of Medicine, Pharmacy and Health 
(www.dur.ac.uk/public.health) and Wolfson Fellow in the Wolfson Research Institute for Health and 
Wellbeing. He is Deputy Director of Fuse, the Centre for Translational Research in Public Health 
(www.fuse.ac.uk). He is a non-executive director of the National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence (NICE). David also advises WHO Regional Office for Europe. CPPH is a WHO Collaborating 
Centre on Complex Health Systems Research, Knowledge and Action. David has published extensively 
on health policy and system reform. His books include The Health Debate (2008);The Public Health 
System in England (2010), with Linda Marks and Katherine Smith; Partnership Working in Public Health 
(2014) with Neil Perkins; Reforming Healthcare: What’s the evidence? (2014) with Ian Greener, Barbara 
Harrington, Russell Mannion and Martin Powell. 
 
 

I 

Kaisa Immonen-Charalambous; MA, Finnish, is Senior Policy Adviser at the European Patients’ 
Forum (EPF). She is responsible for leading EPF’s policy formulation and advocacy work at EU level; 
policy analysis and advice, liaising with the EU institutions and stakeholder organisations, and 
developing EPF’s advocacy strategy. Her areas of responsibility include patient empowerment and 
improving the quality of healthcare services; clinical trials; cross-border healthcare; the EU regulatory 
framework on pharmaceuticals; and patient safety. She has previously worked in EU health policy, 
patient advocacy and external communications roles in the private and non-profit sector. EPF is a not-
for-profit, independent umbrella organisation of patients’ organisations in the EU, currently with 61 
member organisations active in public health and health advocacy. Its mission is to ensure the patients’ 
community drives policies and programmes that affect patients’ lives, to bring the changes needed to 
empower them to be equal citizens in the EU.  
 
 

J 
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Zsuzsanna Jakab; Hungarian, WHO Regional Director for Europe, leads and guides the work of 
WHO in the European Region, and manages the Regional Office. From 2005-2010 Ms Jakab served as 
the founding Director of the European Union's European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) in Stockholm, Sweden. Between 2002 and 2005, Ms Jakab was State Secretary at the 
Hungarian Ministry of Health, Social and Family Affairs, managing the country’s preparations for 
European Union accession in the area of Public Health; and from 1991 until 2002, Zsuzsanna Jakab 
worked at WHO’s Regional Office in a range of senior management roles. Ms Jakab holds a Master’s 
degree from the Faculty of Humanities, Eötvös Lóránd University, Budapest; a postgraduate degree 
from the University of Political Sciences, Budapest; a diploma in Public Health from the Nordic School 
of Public Health, Gothenburg, Sweden; and a postgraduate diploma from the National Institute of Public 
Administration and Management, Hungary. She began her career in Hungary’s Ministry of Health and 
Social Welfare in 1975, being responsible for external affairs, including relations with WHO. 

 
Elke Jakubowski; M.Sc., M.Sc. runs the Public Health Services Programme at the WHO Regional 
Office for Europe. She is responsible for overseeing and supporting the dissemination and application 
of the European Action Plan on strengthening public health capacities and services. She is working with 
public health experts and policy makers in WHO member states, with country networks and with partner 
organizations to strengthen public health capacities across the European Region. On behalf of the 
Director for Health Systems and Public Health, Elke coordinates the WHO partnership to the South East 
European Health Network. Elke Jakubowski has been working in European health policy and public 
health for the past 15 years in more than 30 European countries. Before joining WHO, Elke worked as 
an international health policy consultant, lecturer in European public health at the Hannover Medical 
School and as a health advisor to the Senate of Hamburg. Elke is a Medical Doctor with a postgraduate 
degree in health policy. 

 
Patrick Jeurissen; is coordinator strategy and knowledge management of the Ministry of Health, 
Welfare and Sport in the Netherlands. He is mainly involved in strategic policy analysis with a focus on 
health system reforms, cost-containment issues to bend the curve as well as the development of 
managed competition in the Netherlands. He has published extensively on these issues. Patrick has 
worked as a senior-fellow at the Dutch Council for Public Health and Health Care and Erasmus 
University Hospital. He holds a Ph.D in health economics from Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
specializing in comparative for-profit health care. Patrick is married and has two kids. Previous 
positions: 1. manager of the financial staff at the university clinic Rotterdam; 2. project manager Dutch 
Council for Public Health and Health Care. Areas of interest and expertise: for-profit medicine, health 
care insurance, health care system reforms, managed competition and purchasing, budgeting, cost-
containment and finance, equity in health care systems, mental health. 

 
Ib Johansen; MI, Deputy Manager in MedCom. Head of MedCom test and certification centre for 

interoperability. Since 2000 Johansen has developed more than 120 different e-health communication 
standards and profiles. Johansen set up an online self-testing tool and a library for SW vendors, and led 
national test and implementation project of standards in 15 counties with a yearly turnover of more than 
60 million messages. Johansen is now responsible for implementation of the national shared 
medication database in 3000 GPs clinics, and for implementing the national on-line lab test order 
management system and implementation of dynamic hospital referrals. At a European level Johansen 
participated in the Hitch project as Danish representative and in the OpenECG project. Johansen is a 
member of the  MedCom Board of Leaders. 
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Gintaras Kacevicius; Director, Health Insurance Department, National Health Insurance Fund of 
Lithuania, Lithuania 

 



Karin Kadenbach; Karin is an Austrian social democratic politician. She is Member of the European 
Parliament since 2009. Within the Parliament, she is a member of the Committee on Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety, the Committee on Regional Development as well as the Committee on 
Agriculture and Rural Development. Furthermore Karin Kadenbach is member of the Delegation for the 
Relations with the countries of South Asia and substitute Member in the Delegation for the Relations to 
the United States of America. Prior to joining the European Parliament in 2009, Ms. Kadenbach served 
for sixteen years as municipal councillor in her municipality Großmugl and was a member of the Lower 
Austrian Regional Assembly for seven years. From 2007 to 2008, she was regional minister, holding the 
portfolio "health and nature protection" in the Lower Austrian Regional Assembly. After graduating in 

Advertising and Marketing (university course) at Vienna University of Economics and Business, she 
worked at J. W. Thompson advertising agency. Karin Kadenbach lives in Großmugl and Brussels. 

 
Nathalie Kayadjanian; Senior Scientific Officer, Science Europe. Expert in translational biomedical 
research for accelerating the development of therapies for neurodegenerative, neuromuscular and rare 
diseases with top-level international management experience in both industry, academia and non-profit 
organizations in Europe and the USA. 

 
Lilana Keith; is a Programme Officer at PICUM and has been leading the organisation’s work on 
access to health care for undocumented migrants and on the challenges facing undocumented children 
and families since she joined the organisation in March 2011. Prior to this, she worked for the European 
Programme for Integration and Migration (EPIM), which funds organizations working on migration and 
integration issues. She has also worked on community-building and integration initiatives for migrants, 
regardless of status, in a suburb of Washington D.C. The Platform for International Cooperation on 
Undocumented Migrants (PICUM) was founded in 2001 as an initiative of grassroots organisations. 
Now representing a network of more than 160 organisations and 180 individual advocates working with 
undocumented migrants in 33 countries, primarily in Europe as well as in other world regions, PICUM 
has built a comprehensive evidence base regarding the gap between international human rights law 
and the policies and practices existing at national level. With over ten years of evidence, experience 
and expertise on undocumented migrants, PICUM promotes recognition of their fundamental rights, 
providing an essential link between local realities and the debates at policy level. 

 
Barbara Kerstiëns, MD, MPH; is the head of the Public Health Section within the unit responsible for 
infectious diseases and public health in the Health Directorate of the Directorate-General for Research 
and Innovation at the European Commission. She has a long experience in international public health, 
working for Médecins Sans Frontières, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public health and DG 
Development and Cooperation of the European Commission. She joined DG Research and Innovation 
in 2012. Her main interests lie in health services organisation and management. 

 
Ilona Kickbusch; Professor Ilona Kickbusch is recognized throughout the world for her contribution to 
health promotion and global health. She is currently adjunct professor at the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies, Geneva and director of the Global Health Programme. She 
advises organisations, government agencies and the private sector on policies and strategies to 
promote health at the national, European and international level. She has published widely and is a 
member of a number of advisory boards in both the academic and the health policy arena. Professor 
Kickbusch has received many awards and served as the Adelaide Thinker in Residence at the invitation 
of the Premier of South Australia. She has launched a think‐ tank initiative “Global Health Europe: A 
Platform for European Engagement in Global Health” and the “Consortium for Global Health 
Diplomacy”. Her key areas of interest are global health governance, global health diplomacy, health in 
all policies, the health society and health literacy. She has had a distinguished career with the World 
Health Organization, at both the regional and global level, where she initiated the Ottawa Charter for 
Health Promotion and a range of “settings projects” including Healthy Cities. From 1998 – 2003 she 
joined Yale University as the head of the global health division, where she contributed to shaping the 
field of global health and headed a major Fulbright programme. She is a political scientist with a PhD 
from the University of Konstanz, Germany. 



 
Christoph Klein; Prof. Dr. med. Dr. sci. nat is a clinical paediatric immunologist and 
haematologist/oncologist and the director of the Department of Paediatrics at the Dr. von Hauner 
University Children’s Hospital Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich. His main research interest is to 
study developmental aspects of the blood and immune system. His laboratory is interested in defining 
genetic mutations in children with inherited disorders of the immune system and to use genetic model 
organisms to identify their pathophysiological implications. Furthermore, his lab develops innovative 
gene- and cell-based therapeutic strategies for patients with disorders of the immune system. He has 
received numerous national and international awards such as the William-Dameshek Prize by the 
American Society of Haematology and the Gottfried-Wilhelm-Leibniz Award by the German Research 
Foundation. Christoph Klein is currently the spokesman of 12 National Research Networks on Rare 
Diseases. In line with his commitment towards children with rare diseases he has founded the 
international Care-for-Rare Foundation, a non-profit organisation dedicated to improving care for 
children with rare diseases – regardless of their nationality, ethnicity and financial resources. 

 
Jens Kofoed; General Manager William Demant Holding, France 

 
Meri Koivusalo; is a senior researcher in National Institute for Health and Welfare in Finland. She is 
a medical doctor with a PhD in public health and MSc in environmental health policy. She has written 
and published on international and European health policies, including on trade and health. She has 
followed trade policy developments for more than 15 years. She has served as an advisor for Finnish 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health as well as for European Commission DGV, DG VIII and WHO. She 
was a member of the WHO Consultative expert group on research and development: financing and 
coordination (CEWG). Her latest article is a checklist on for trade in services and investment. 
http://heapro.oxfordjournals.org  

 
Monika Kosińska; is Project Manager at the WHO Regional Office for Europe since July 2014. She 
is working on governance for health, whole of society for health, tackling inequalities and improving 
social determinants of health. She is former Secretary General of the European Public Health Alliance 
(EPHA), a non-governmental organisation committed to bringing about change to national and EU 
policy that impacts on health, social justice and equity. Monika was appointed as Secretary General in 
recognition for her strong leadership and management in the public and private sector, working towards 
improving public policy to achieve better health outcomes. She was previously acting Executive Director 
of a Think Tank working in the US, France and the UK to develop new thinking on future population 
challenges to health, International Corporate Affairs Manager at a global retailer working globally with 
senior company executives to improve understanding and relations with national authorities and local 
stakeholders, and a founder and Co-Chair of EUREGHA, bringing together local and regional 
authorities from across Europe working on health. Her experience in high-level and strategic 
representation includes being a board member for the Health and Environmental Alliance, the Civil 
Society Contact Group, the European Bachelor and Master in Public Health programme at Maastricht 
University, and former chair of the Action for Global Health network. In addition, she is a member of the 
EY Alcohol and Health Forum, EU platform for action on diet, physical activity and health, the EU Health 
Policy Forum, and the DG SANCO Stakeholder Dialogue group. She holds a first class degree in Social 
Sciences, MA in International Peace and Security and was educated at Liverpool, Bonn and King's 
College London. A first generation immigrant to the United Kingdom, she speaks Polish, English and 
German fluently and can communicate in an additional five languages. 

 
Björn Kümmel; Ministry of Health, Germany 

 
 

L 
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Petra Leroy Cadová; Policy Officer, Innovation for Health and Consumers, DG Health and 
Consumers, European Commission 

 

Lada Leyens; University Maastricht, the Netherlands 

 

Stephen Leyshon; joined DNV GL in 2011, where his responsibilities include managing applied 
research into person-centred care and risk management and healthcare sustainability. Prior to this, he 
was the Clinical Lead for Primary Care and Ambulance Services at the UK’s NHS National Patient 
Safety Agency, working nationally and internationally to develop practice and policy to manage risk and 
improve the safety of care outside of hospital. A Registered Nurse, Stephen has over 20 years of 
experience in healthcare and his previous roles include Lecturer in Health Policy and Ethics at King’s 
College London, Research Fellow in Primary Care at King’s College London (a shared appointment 
with University College London), Lecturer-Practitioner, and Health Services Manager. From 2008-2011, 
Stephen was a member of the Department of Health (England) NHS review of the safeguarding 
vulnerable adults national policy (‘No Secrets’); from 2010-2011, a member of the Department of Health 
(England) Independent Safeguarding, Vetting and Barring Scheme Working Party; from 2008-2011, a 
co-opted member of the UK National Ambulance Risk and Safety Directors’ Group; and, from 2006-
2008, Chair of the London Network for Nursing and Midwifery in Primary Care. Stephen is also a former 
Non-Executive Director of a Primary Care Group with co-lead responsibility for clinical governance. 
 
 

M 

Edwin Maarseveen; Policy Officer, eHealth Unit, DG Health and Consumers, European Commission 

 

José Maria Martin-Moreno; Professor, University of Valencia, Spain 

 
Kevin McCarthy; currently works in the health sector of the unit responsible for Education, Health, 
Research and Culture in the Directorate-General for Development and Cooperation – EuropeAid, of the 
European Commission. He also worked in the Policy and Coherence unit on STI issues, IPR, policy 
coherence and the post-2015 development agenda.  He was previously Head of Sector Public Health in 
the Health Research Directorate of Directorate-General for Research of the European Commission.  Mr. 
McCarthy had responsibility for the pillar: "Optimising the delivery of health care to European citizens" 
as well as international public health and health systems, under the Health Theme of the Cooperation 
Programme of the 7th Framework Programme for Research (2008-2013). 

 
Marcello Melgara; degree in Electronic Engineering (1980), 32-year experience in ICT based EU 
projects (13 years in healthcare sector). Previous experience in Telecom Italia (1979-2001), ATOS 
Origin (2001- 2008). Since 2008 Senior Consultant at Lombardia Region (Lombardia Informatica). 
Marcello is team leader in LISPA for Trillium Bridge, EXPAND and e-SENS projects. In the epSOS 
project he was responsible for implementation and testing and for the national pilot. His areas of 
experience are Semantic Interoperability, eHealth, mHealth, Telemedicine, Ambient Assisted Living, 
Active and Healthy Ageing. 

 
Hanne Melin; heads the EMEA arm of eBay Inc.’s newly created Public Policy Lab where she 
develops strategy and vision for policy and legislation fit for a technology-enabled and globally 
connected economy and society. Prior to joining eBay, Hanne was an associate at the law firm Sidley 
Austin LLP, where she practiced competition law for five years in Brussels. Hanne is a guest lecturer at 
the law faculty of Lund University (Sweden) and a member of the European Commission’s Strategic 
Policy Forum on Digital Entrepreneurship. She has written for many legal journals on the topic of online 
commerce and she is a frequent speaker on the topic of trade policy in the digital economy. In addition 
to an LLM from Lund University, Hanne holds a Master in International Business Law from King’s 
College London. 



 
Leen Meulenbergs; Executive Manager, Strategic Partnerships, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

 
Neda Milevska Kostova; (1975), Macedonian. Milevska Kostova has been Executive Director of the 
health policy think thank Studiorum in Macedonia from 2007 to date. Since 2010 she has been an 
Assistant Professor of Policy and Management at the University American College Skopje. Between 
2002 and 2007 she held the position of Programme Director of the Department of Public Health at 
Studiorum, and was Executive Editor of the Journal for European Issues “Evrodijalog”. She began her 
career in 2000 as Programme Manager at the Department of Pharmacogenomics, Cancer Research 
Hospital “Ganken”, Tokyo, Japan. Milevska Kostova holds an MSc degree in Functional Pharmaceutics 
from the University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan, and Master of Public Policy and Management degree from 
the Graduate School of Policy and International Affairs, University of Pittsburgh, PA, USA. Currently she 
is completing her PhD degree at the School of Health and Related Research (ScHARR), University of 
Sheffield, UK.  

 

Angelika Mlinar; Member of the European Parliament (ALDE, Austria) 
 
 

N 

Ellen Nolte; Director, Health and Healthcare, RAND Europe, Cambridge, UK 
 
 

O 

Sabine Oberhauser; Minister of Health, Austria 

 
Peter O’Donnell; Peter is an EU-accredited Brussels-based journalist who has been covering 
European and international affairs for over twenty years. He has worked for The Financial Times, The 
Sunday Times, Reuters, the Economist Intelligence Unit, UPI, Euronews, and many other media in 
Europe and beyond. He is a former editor-in-chief of Europe Information Service, and is currently 
associate editor of European Voice. In addition to his work as a journalist, he acts as editor, editorial 
adviser and speechwriter for numerous clients in the corporate, political and academic world. He 
frequently chairs EU-level policy debates, and lectures on EU affairs.  
 



P 

Suzanna Palkonen; European Patients’ Forum 

 
Willy Palm; Willy is the Dissemination Development Officer of the European Observatory on Health 
Systems and Policies. He is responsible for organising and leading policy dialogues with policy-makers 
in European countries on various health systems related issues. As a lawyer specialised in European 
social security law, Willy has been working mainly in the field of statutory health insurance and has 
been more specifically looking at the impact of EU integration on health systems. Before joining the 
Observatory in April 2006, Willy was the Managing Director of the International Association of Mutual 
Benefit Societies (AIM). 

 
George Papandreou; George A. Papandreou (born June 16, 1952) is Former Prime Minister of 
Greece, current President of Socialist International, a Member of the Hellenic Parliament and former 
President of the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK). He served as the 11th Prime Minister of 
Greece from October 6, 2009 – November 11, 2011, after PASOK’s victory in the October 2009 national 
elections. He was named as one of Foreign Policy magazine’s Top 100 Global Thinkers in 2010 for 
“making the best of Greece’s worst year.” After completing his university studies at Amherst College in 
Massachusetts and graduate studies at the London School of Economics, Papandreou won an MP 
seat for the Pan-Hellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) party in 1981. He has served in the Greek 
parliament ever since. He has held the posts of Under-Secretary for Cultural Affairs, Minister for 
Education, and Minister for Foreign Affairs.  As Education Minister from 1994-1996, George 
Papandreou founded Open University in Greece, an innovative national effort to facilitate 
undergraduate and graduate distance learning. As Foreign Minister from 1999–2004, he was widely 
praised for his diplomatic bridge building. He successfully negotiated better relations with former rival 
Turkey. In 2004, Papandreou was elected leader of PASOK in the country's first open primary—a move 
highly symbolic of his commitment to participatory governance—and held that position until March 
2012. Papandreou is also the president of the Socialist International, an international association of 
political parties, of which PASOK is a member. In 2012, Papandreou was named a Visiting Fellow at 
Harvard University's Institute of Politics.In 2013, he served as a Global Fellow and Adjunct Professor at 
Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs as well as a faculty member in the 
Master of Public Affairs program at Sciences Po in Paris. George Papandreou is married to Ada 
Papandreou and has two children. 

 
Mette Peetz-Schou; Head of Secretariat, Danish Code of responsible food marketing communication 
to children, Denmark 

 
Alojz Peterle; MEP, Slovenia, has been a Member of the European Parliament (MEP) since 2004. 

Previously Slovenia’s Prime Minister, the first since the country’s independence, he also held the 
position of Minister for Foreign Affairs twice. He studied geography and history at the Faculty of Arts, 
University of Ljubljana and later on also economics at the Faculty of Economics in Ljubljana. Peterle 
has been an active promoter of cancer care, in particular as President of the informal all-party forum, 
‘MEPs against Cancer’. Peterle himself has promoted a healthy lifestyle for a number of years and, after 
his own experience of cancer, has invested great effort in raising awareness of cancer issues. In 2008 
Peterle was the Rapporteur on the Commission’s White Paper entitled ‘Together for Health: A Strategic 
Approach for the EU 2008-2013’.Moreover, as Rapporteur for the European Partnership: Action Against 
Cancer, Peterle continues to fight against cancer and to raise political awareness of one of the biggest 
health challenges we are facing in Europe and indeed worldwide. He has received a number of 
prestigious awards, including the European Voice’s ‘European of the Year’ in 2003, a gold medal from 
the Luxembourg foundation, ‘Mérite Européen’ in 2004, The Parliament Magazine's Award 2008 for 
Health & Food Safety and the Bulgarian APOZ Award for his contribution to the fight against cancer in 
2009. 

 



Bosse Pettersson; born 1946 has a longstanding professional experience in public health since 
1976. He has worked internationally since the beginning of the 1980’s with WHO, bilaterally and since 
the early 1990’s also with the EU. The professional career is two tiered. Mainly in the public 
administrative domain in domestic public health state agencies and in the Swedish Ministry of Health 
and Social Affairs. But also in the academic domain, being one of the founders of the health promotion 
module in Karolinska Instituet’s Master programme in public health. His experiences range from the 
local settings to the global scene. Bosse’s foci are reducing health inequalities, sector overarching 
mechanisms through health in other policies and integrating determinants of health in strategic planning 
and policy development. 
 
Doris Pfeiffer; President of the Board, National Association of Statutory Health Insurance Funds, 
Germany 

 
Thomas Platzek; Prof. Dr., German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment. Platzek is a former Senior 

Scientist, Director and Professor in the Division Chemical and Product Safety at the BfR (Bundesinstitut 
für Risikobewertung, Federal Institute for Risk Assessment). He was Private Lecturer at the Free 
University, Berlin and Associate Professor at the Charité, Berlin. Professor Platzek has research 
interests in teratogenicity, metabolism and skin toxicology. His expertise covers: chemical synthesis, 
toxicology (reproductive toxicology, risk assessment, dermatotoxicology), analytical chemistry, 
exposure, regulatory toxicology as well as consumer health protection regarding specific commodities 
covered by the German Foods Act, e.g. cosmetics, toys, clothing textiles, materials in contact with 
foods. Professor Platzek is a member of: Deutsche Gesellschaft für experimentelle und klinische 
Pharmakologie und Toxikologie (DGPT), and European Teratology Society. He is also a member of the 
Cosmetics Committee of the BfR (Germany), member of the Working Group on “Textiles“ of the BfR 
(Germany) and member of the Committee for Consumer Products of the BfR (Germany). Furthermore, 
he is member of the Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety of the European Commission (SCCS) 
since 2001, Chair of the working party hair dyes and colourants of the SCCS, and since 2013 Chair of 
the SCCS. 

 
Dominique Polton; After managing the Strategy, Research and Statistics Division of the French 
National Health Insurance Fund (CNAMTS) from 2005 to 2013, Dominique Polton is now advisor to the 
Director-General of CNAMTS. Before joining the NHI, she was Director of the Institute for Research and 
Documentation in Health Economics (IRDES), an independent institute delivering applied health 
economics and health services research, and before that Head of the Health Economics Department at 
the Social Security Division of the Ministry of Health. Dominique trained as an Economist and graduated 
from the 'École Nationale de la Statistique et de l'Administration Économique'. Her main publications 
concern comparative studies of health systems and their regulation policies. She is a member of the 
French High Council for the Future of Health Insurance. 

 
Josef Probst; Dr.; Probst is General-Director of the Main Association of Austrian Social Security 
Institutions in Austria. He studied law at the University of Linz and worked for four years at the Institute 
of Labour and Social Security Law. His career began in Social Health Insurance at the regional fund of 
Upper Austria. In 1991 he changed to the Main Association of Austrian Social Security Institutions as 
Deputy Director-General and in April 2013 he was appointed Director-General. Currently Probst is 
focusing on sustainable, patient-, citizen- and health oriented healthcare reform which Austria is 
undergoing at the moment. Sitting in the driver’s seat he is very much involved in the strategic direction 
and the implementation of necessary measures. Probst is a Board Member of the European 
Observatory on Health Systems and Policies and the European Forum Alpbach and member of the 
Advisory Committee of the European Health Forum Gastein. 
 



R 

Herbert Reitsamer; Senior physician, Ophthalmology and Optometry Clinic, University Hospital, 
Paracelsus Medical University, Austria 

Jacques Remacle; Executive Agency for Health and Consumers, European Commission 

 
Pamela Rendi-Wagner; is currently Director-General of Public Health and Chief Medical Officer in 
the Austrian Ministry of Health. Since 2011, she is coordinating the national multisectoral process of 
national Health Targets, including 40 different institutions. Before taking up her job as DG, Pamela 
Rendi-Wagner worked as professor for Tropical Medicine in research with the main field of interest in 
vaccine prevention and epidemiology at universities in London, Vienna, and Tel Aviv. Rendi-Wagner is 
head of numerous national committees and since 2012, elected member of the Standing Committee of 
WHO-Euro.  

 
Milena Richter, Senior Director, European Affairs Sanofi. Based in Brussels since 1997. EU 

Government Affairs expertise and public policy development skills acquired initially through employment 
in EU-focused public affairs consultancies and since 2001 as Director at GlaxoSmithKline's EU office. 
In-depth knowledge of EU-level pharmaceutical legislation and policy initiatives, broader health-related 
policy issues and national pricing and reimbursement systems. Expertise in issues 
identification/horizon-scanning, corporate awareness-building, policy development and government 
affairs strategies. Used to working in a multi-cultural and multi-lingual environment. 

 
Sara Riggare; is an engineer by training who decided that she wanted to combine her engineering 
skills with her patient experiences to try to improve the situation for herself and others with chronic 
diseases. She has studied health informatics at Karolinska Institutet and currently combines being a 
doctoral student at Karolinska with being an entrepreneur, in the role as “Chief Patient Officer” at Nerve 
Sweden AB. Sara’s work is dedicated to patient empowerment and digital selfcare tools for chronic 
conditions. She is a member of the BMJ patient partnership advisory group, ambassador to the World 
Parkinson Congress 2016, advisor to The Swedish Medical Products agency, and advisor to The 
Swedish Agency for Health and Care Services Analysis. 

 
Heleen Riper; works at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Department of Clinical Psychology, 
GGZinGeest and at the Leuphana University, Luneburg in Germany. Her main research focus is on the 
use of new and innovative media for improving the prevention and treatment of common mental health 
disorders such as depression, anxiety and substance use disorders. She has developed and evaluated 
the clinical and cost-effectiveness of a variety of Internet-based therapies for mental health problems. 
Currently, her research focus is on the evaluation of blended care’ formats (the combined use of face to 
face and digital innovative treatment components) for mental care delivery in primary and secondary 
care, as well as on eMental health policy development. She collaborates with renowned eMental-health 
researchers on a national and international level. She is one of the initiators of the recently established 
European Society for Research on Internet Interventions (ESRII). Results of her work are published in 
over 70 (inter)national papers and book chapters.  

 
Sara Roda; Legal and policy officer CED - Council of European Dentists. Graduated from Lisbon 

University Law School in 2001 and worked as a lawyer in Lisbon until moving to Brussels in 2009. As a 
lawyer in Portugal her main areas of activity were administrative and public law, including public 
procurement, zoning and urban law, environmental and energy law (especially renewable energies), as 
well as commercial and civil law. She has been at the CED - Council of European Dentists (a not-for-
profit association) since 2010, where she works as a legal and policy officer. She supports CED 
Working Groups and Task Forces in the development of policies aimed at promoting high standards of 
oral health and dentistry, the interests of the dental profession and the protection of public health. 
These policies include areas such as professional qualifications, continuous professional development, 
amalgam, medical devices, data protection, tooth whitening, health workforce, infection control and 



waste management, among others. Between 2004 and 2006, she took a "diplôme d'études spécialisés" 
in public and administrative law at the Université Libre de Bruxelles law school. She also lived in 
Argentina (Cordoba) for a year (1996-1997) and worked as a volunteer in the legal department of a 
Portuguese environmental NGO (GEOTA - Grupo de Estudos do Ordenamento do Território e 
Ambiente) for five years (1998-2003). She is registered as a lawyer at the Lisbon Bar Association. 

 
Leocadio Rodríguez Mañas; Prof., Dr., Rodriguez-Mañas is Head of the Department of Geriatrics 

at the Hospital Universitario de Getafe (Madrid), President of the Research Committee at the Hospital 
Universitario de Getafe and Professor of Geriatric Medicine (School of Medicine, Universidad Europea 
de Madrid). He is Coordinator of the Spanish Collaborative Research Network on Aging and Frailty –
RETICEF (Ministry of Science and Innovation) and Co-director of the Toledo Study on Healthy Ageing, 
carried out on 2.895 community-dwelling older people. He is a Principal Investigator in 36 research 
projects both public agency and industry-sponsored. Among these research projects, three are funded 
by the EU 7th Framework Programme (FOD-CC; MID-FRAIL; FP7-278803-2 and FRAILOMIC; FP7-
305483-2) and DG-SANCO (FRAILCLINIC; Ares nº 527549) and are focused on the field of frailty and 
the prevention of disability in older adults. As leader of the working group on Frailty in the European 
Innovation Partnership on Active Healthy Aging (EIP-AHA), Rodriguez-Mañas has published several 
original manuscripts in peer reviewed journals and is author of books and book chapters in the field of 
Geriatric Medicine. He has participated in authoring Technical Reports on several aspects of ageing, 
diabetes in older people and health care for the aged for both national (Ministry of Health, Scientific 
Societies, Research Bodies and Agencies) and international (WHO, PAHO, DG-SANCO, DG-Research, 
IAGG, etc) organisations.  

 
Eduardo Rodríguez-Farré; MD, PhD, DPharmacol, DRadiobiol. Professor of Physiology and 
Pharmacology at the Barcelona Institute of Biomedical Research (IIBB), CSIC-IDIBAPS (Barcelona 
University Hospital) and Head of the Environmental Neurotoxicity Unit of the Network Centre for 
Biomedical Research in Epidemiolgy and Public Health (CIBERESP), Spain. Rodriguez- Farré Has 
been working at the Centre for Nuclear Studies (Saclay, France), and at the Universities of Paris, 
London, Stockholm, Göteborg and Buenos Aires. His main fields of research are mechanisms of 
environmental xenobiotic neurotoxicity; pesticide and heavy metal toxicity; development of neural 
models for human neurotoxicology studies; neuropharmacology of neurotransmitters and ion channel 
receptors; health risk assessment; toxic epidemic outbreaks, etc. He has published over 200 scientific 
papers and 10 books on these topics. At present he is a member of the SANCO Scientific Committee 
on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks (SCENIHR). 

 
Tamsin Rose; (1969) British; Political Science. Rose is an advisor and consultant on public health 
issues for a range of institutions (Swedish Institute of Public Health, WHO Euro Stop TB Partnership, 
DG Research, DG Education and Culture, DG SANCO), philanthropic bodies (Open Society Institute, 
European Funders Group on HIV, KNCV), and civil society organisations (IOGT-NTO, EPHA, Social 
Platform)  

 
Magdalene Rosenmöller; Dr., German, PhD, MD, MBA, professor at IESE Business School, 
Barcelona. She teaches health sector management in the MBA and executive education programmes 
at IESE and as a visiting professor in other settings in Europe, Latin America, Africa and Asia, including 
CEIBS, the China European International Business School in Shanghai and SBS, Nairobi, Kenya. She 
gained executive experience as a health economist in the World Bank’s Latin American and Caribbean 
Region (2000 – 2002). Her areas of specialisation include management of health systems, health care 
and innovation, integrated care, European health and research policies and global health issues. 
Frequently serving as an expert on different assignments for the European Commission (health 
research and health policy) and the European Parliament, she has extensive experience in European 
health policy and health research issues. She leads several European research projects, and is part of 
the Coordinating Team of EIP AHA B3 on Integrated Care. She served as an expert/rapporteur on the 
role of Universities in Regional Development (2013) and as an evaluator on the Innovative Medicine 
Initiative (IMI) first interim evaluation (2013) and Socio Economic Impact (2007). Other international 



assignments include studies on Innovative Financing for Global Health with the Brookings Institutions, 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundations and the OECD. She is a member of several international 
organisations including IHEA and EHMA, the European Health Management Association, on which 
Board she served. She is author, editor/co-editor of a series of publications, such as “Managing 
eHealth. From Vision to Reality” (Palgrave, 2014); a chapter on IT governance in health care (Springer 
2011), and a book on Patient Mobility in the European Union (2005). She serves on the editorial boards 
of the EU Public Health Portal and the Journal of Healthcare Management and as associate Editor at 
IJIC, the International Journal of Integrated Care. 

 
Peeter Ross; MD, PhD Peeter Ross is a senior research scientist in Tallinn University of Technology 
(TUT). He also serves as an e-health expert at Estonian E-Health Foundation and holds radiologists 
position in East Tallinn Central Hospital (ETCH). He is a founder and CEO of radiology and e-health 
consulting company SMIS International Ltd. Dr. Ross has previously worked as a Director of R&D in 
ETCH, been a member of the supervisory board of the Estonian E-Health Foundation and Estonian 
Health Insurance Fund. Peeter is responsible for research and teaching of healthcare innovation and 
use of digital applications in health domain. He has participated actively in designing and 
implementation of Estonian nation-wide Electronic Health Record system. He has also been involved in 
several EU funded eHealth projects. Peeter is a contributing member of the Teleradiology, Ethical 
Compliance and Audit and Standards subcommittees of European Society of Radiology. 

 
Brian Rothman; Medical Director Informatics, Vanderbilt University. Brian Rothman, MD, is Assistant 
Professor of Anesthesiology and Medical Director of Perioperative Informatics at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center. Dr. Rothman received his medical degree from the University of Cincinnati and 
completed his residency at The Johns Hopkins Hospital. He serves on the Committee for Electronic 
Media and Information Technology for the American Society of Anesthesiologists and on the Board of 
Directors for the American Association of Clinical Directors and the Society for Technology in 
Anesthesia (STA). His research in mobile perioperative information management systems received the 
Innovation and Clinical Application of Technology awards at the 2010 STA Annual Meeting. Dr. 
Rothman’s current work focuses on further enhancing a robust electronic medical record with decision 
support, as well as automated process monitoring and controls. 

 
Philippe Roux; started his career in the French social sector in 1985. During the same time, he 
studied social sciences, European law and Public Health. He worked with DG V (Employment and 
Social Affairs) from 1990 to 1998 in support of the development of EU initiatives related to drug 
prevention. In September 1998, he joined the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction where he contributed to the development of the framework and tools for the evaluation of the 
EU action plans on drugs and was from 2002 Deputy Head of Unit in the “Interventions, law and policy” 
Unit of the Agency. He joined the SANCO Health Determinants Unit in 2005 to work with the Nutrition 
and Physical Activity team with responsibilities for the coordination of the Diet, Physical Activity and 
Health European Platform. He has been Deputy Head of Unit SANCO.C.4 "Health determinants" since 
October 2006.  

 
Robin Rumler; President, PHARMIG 
 

Harry Rutter; is a public health physician based in Oxford, England. He is a senior clinical research 
fellow at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, a senior strategic adviser to Public 
Health England, an honorary senior clinical lecturer at the University of Oxford, and an adjunct 
professor of public health at both University College Cork, Ireland, and the Sogn og Fjordane University 
College, Norway. He was the founder director of the National Obesity Observatory for England, chaired 
the Programme Development Group (PDG) for guidance on measures to promote walking and cycling 
for the National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE), led the development of the National 
Child Measurement Programme childhood obesity surveillance system, and sat on the management 
group of the Foresight Obesities project. Harry was a founder member of the steering committee of the 
European Health Enhancing Physical Activity network. He sits on three WHO Europe steering groups, 



those for: the Cycling and Walking Health Economic Appraisal Toolkit (WHO HEAT); the European 
Health and Environmental Economics Network (EHEN); and the Child Obesity Surveillance Initiative 
(COSI). He has a broad interest in the relations between all aspects of transport, sustainability, built 
environment and health, in particular the health impacts of walking and cycling, the evaluation of public 
health outcomes within complex systems, and the development of tools to support evidence-based 
public health policy. 
 
 

S 

Omer Saka; Director, Market Access Strategy and Health Economics Group, Deloitte, Belgium 

 
Rimante Šalaševiciute; Minister of Health, Ministry of Health, Lithuania 

 
Ramazan Salman; Director, Ethno-Medical Center Hannover (MiMi Project) 

 
Stefan Schreck; holds a PhD in microbiology. After working for the German diplomatic service, he 
joined the Commission in 1996, in the area of research on vaccination. In 1997 he moved to the public 
health directorate in Luxembourg, where he has been working in several units, in particular in the areas 
of communicable diseases, health threats, and substances of human origin. In 2008, he became Head 
of the Health Unit in the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers (EAHC), which is responsible for 
the implementation of the EU health programme. In January 2011, he was appointed head of the Health 
Information Unit SANCO C2. 
 

Duane Schulthess; is the Managing Director of Vital Transformation, a healthcare consultancy 
focused on quantifying the impact of new technologies and regulation in the health-care sector. He 
regularly consults to national health authorities, blue chip multi-national organisations, governments, 
and stakeholder groups on healthcare policy and technology. He is a regular speaker at many leading 
international conferences including the European Health Forum Gastein, London Genetics, DIA, and 
the Royal College of Physicians. Schulthess has also collaborated with Professor Henry Chesbrough in 
establishing the European Innovation Forum and is a member of the advisory board of Health Policy 
and Technology. Duane was the EMEA Head of Corporate Development of The Wall Street Journal. He 
was also, for five years, the Commercial Director of Science|Business, establishing and building their 
successful Brussels consultancy practice. He was a fellowship student at the Royal Academy of Music 
in London, has a BA Magna Cum Laude from the University of the Pacific, and an MBA with Distinction 
from The Vlerick School of Management at KU Leuven where he is a member of their international 
steering committee. 

 
Christian Schweizer; MSc, is a Technical Officer on environment and health at the World Health 
Organization Regional Office for Europe where he has worked since 2006. He studied environmental 
epidemiology at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich, Switzerland. At WHO, he has 
worked on issues like climate change, children's health, physical activity and transport, at the 
international as well as at the country level. Since 2010, he has advised Member States in the 
European Region on policies for sustainable and healthy transport. Before joining WHO, he worked in 
environmental health research and policy development in Switzerland and the USA. 

 
Martin Seychell; A graduate in chemistry and pharmaceutical technology, Mr. Seychell specialized in 

Chemical analysis. He has held important positions on several government boards and commissions in 
Malta, including the Food Safety Commission and the Pesticides Board. Mr. Seychell occupied the post 
of Head of Directorate at the Malta Standards Authority between 2001 and 2006. He has been 
responsible for the implementation of a number of EU directives in the areas of risk assessment, food 
safety, chemicals and cosmetic products legislation, and has actively participated in negotiations on 
major technical proposals such as the new chemicals legislation, REACH, and in screening processes 



in the areas of free movement of goods, environment and agriculture during the process leading to 
Malta's accession to the EU. He held the post of Director of Environment in Malta between 2006 and 
2011. As Director, he was responsible for a broad range of functions arising from the Maltese 
Environment Protection Act. He was appointed Deputy Director General for Health and Consumers at 
the European Commission in March 2011.  

 
Nand Shani; works as a Senior Expert on Inclusive Growth at the Regional Cooperation Council 

Secretariat, focusing mostly on promoting regional cooperation on economic and social development 
issues in South East Europe. Prior to that, he worked as Director in the Department for the Legalization 
and Formalization of Extralegal Economy in the office of the Albanian Prime Minister, and as an 
economist at the World Bank. Nand holds a graduate degree in Economics and undergraduate degrees 
in Applied Economics and Computer Science. 

 
Jin-Chuan Sheu; President, Liver Disease Prevention & Treatment Research Foundation, Taiwan, 
R.O.C. 

 
Ratso Signe; DG TRADE, European Commission  

 
Peter C. Smith; Peter Smith is Professor of Health Policy, and is co-director of the Centre for Health 
Policy in the Institute of Global Health Innovation. He is a mathematics graduate from the University of 
Oxford, and started his academic career in the public health department at the University of Cambridge. 
He has worked and published in a number of disciplinary settings, including statistics, operational 
research and accountancy. However, his main work has been in the economics of health and the 
broader public services, most recently as the Director of the Centre for Health Economics at the 
University of York. Smith has acted in numerous governmental advisory capacities, has been a board 
member of the Audit Commission, and is currently a member of the NHS Cooperation and Competition 
Panel. He has also advised many overseas governments and international agencies, including the 
World Health Organization, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the European 
Commission and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. His current research 
interests include: health system performance assessment, with a particular focus on international 
comparison (he is currently involved with studies for the World Health Organization, the European 
Commission and the Economic and Social Research Council); economic aspects of the social 
determinants of health (studies for the World Health Organization and the Department of Health); 
measuring and improving health system productivity; and health care payment mechanisms. He has 
published widely on these and related topics, including over 100 peer-reviewed journal papers and ten 
books. 
Kristine Sorensen; Maastricht University  

 
Carina Spak; has been Director of AmberMed since 2009, having worked since 1996 with the 
Diakonie on development and refugee issues, including various management roles. AmberMed is an 
activity of the Diakonie Refugee Service, in cooperation with the Austrian Red Cross, to provide patients 
without health insurance outpatient medical care. 

 
Milica Stanisic; SEEHN Regional Health Development Centre for NCDs 

 
Pascal Strupler; After studying law at the University of Bern, Pascal Strupler (lic. iur. and diploma 
from the Swiss Graduate School of Public Administration – IDHEAP) pursued a career in the Federal 
Administration of Switzerland, where he took on various positions in four different ministries. He firstly 
worked in the Federal Department of Finance before joining the Federal Office for Foreign Economic 
Affairs, SECO, where he worked in different units. After a period at the Swiss Embassy in Moscow, from 
where he moved into the European Integration Office, he worked at the Federal Department of 
Economic Affairs as the personal advisor to the Minister and then spent eight years as the Secretary-



General of the Federal Department of Home Affairs (EDI). He has been the Director-General of the 
Federal Office of Public Health since January 2010. 

 
David Stuckler; PhD, MPH, HonMFPH, FRSA is a Professor of Political Economy and Sociology at 
University of Oxford and research fellow of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and 
Chatham House. He has written over 130 peer-reviewed scientific articles on global health in The 
Lancet, British Medical Journal and Nature in addition to other major journals. His book about the global 
chronic-disease epidemic, Sick Societies, was published by Oxford University Press in 2011. He is also 
an author of The Body Economic, published by Penguin Press in 2013 and translated into over ten 
languages. His work has featured on covers of the New York Times and The Economist, among other 
venues. Foreign Policy named him one of the top 100 global thinkers of 2013. 
 
Miklós Szócska; former Secretary of State for Health, Semmelweis University, Hungary 
 
 

T 

Franz Terwey; Director, European Social Insurance Platform (ESIP) 

 
Nikola Todorov; (1979), Macedonian, Minister of Health of the Republic of Macedonia, 2011 to date. 
From 2009 to 2011 he held the position of Minister of Education and Science in the Government of the 
Republic of Macedonia. From 2008 to 2009, he was member of the Supervisory Board for Control of the 
Financial Activity of the Public Enterprise “Water Supply and Sanitation”, Skopje, following the 
managerial position at the Cadastre Centre for Real Estate – Skopje, assumed in October 2007. He 
was also the founder and the first president of the Assembly of the “Youth of the Euro-Atlantic Club of 
Macedonia”, non-governmental organisation which is a full-fledged member of the Youth Atlantic Treaty 
Association. Todorov holds a postgraduate degree in Civil Law from the Faculty of Law at the Ss. Cyril 
and Methodius University as well as a bar exam certificate.  

 
Richard Torbett; is Chief Economist at EFPIA. He is responsible for economic analysis as well as 
EFPIA’s relations with international economic institutions, notably the so-called Troika – the 
International Monetary Fund, the European Commission’s DG Economic and Financial Affairs (ECFIN) 
and the European Central Bank. Richard’s current work focuses on the relationship between Health and 
Economic Growth. 

 
Shwu-Feng Tsay; Dr. Deputy Director of Health, Bureau of Taichung City Government 

 

Eva Turk; joined DNV GL Strategic Research and Innovation, in 2012, where her responsibilities 

include research in person-centred care, risk management, technology leadership and collaboration in 
the European Joint Action on Patient Safety and Quality of Care. Prior to joining DNV GL, Eva worked 
at the National Institute of Public Health in Slovenia, where she was responsible for the implementation 
and development of Health Technology Assessment (HTA) in Slovenia. She has been involved in many 
European research projects and also in the EUnetHTA Joint Action, where she was the lead partner 
and project manager for Slovenia. Eva has significant experience in capacity building and knowledge 
transfer at national and international levels. She has been involved in national and international 
networks in health technology assessment, outcomes research and quality improvement, as well as 
long-term care. Moreover, she acted as an independent national expert in assessing the socio-
economic impact of social reforms on behalf of the European Commission, DG Employment, Social 
Affairs and Inclusion. Eva has coauthored several scientific articles and publications, such as the Health 
Systems in Transition – Slovenia and Health in Slovenia. She was a member of the first Task Force of 
the Young Forum Gastein. 
 
 



V 

Laura Valli; Counsellor - Health and social security, Permanent Representation of Luxembourg to the 
EU  

 
Annemiek van Bolhuis; (1961), MSc, MBA, is Director of Public Health and Health Services at the 

National Institute of Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) in the Netherlands. Originally trained as 
a nurse and political scientist, Annemiek van Bolhuis has over 20 years’ experience in (international) 
public service and has held various top level positions. She started her career in addiction care and 
continued as programme officer for the UN Drug Programme (UNODC) in the regional office for the 
Caribbean. She then moved on to the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport where she became 
the Coordinator for International Drug Policy. In 2002, she was appointed Director of International 
Affairs with coordination of the Dutch EU Presidency (2004) on health-related issues as her main task. 
In 2006 she took up her next leading position at the Ministry as Director of Nutrition, Health Protection 
and Prevention, and Deputy Director General for Public Health and Sport. From 2010-2013 she was 
seconded to WHO Headquarters in Geneva, where she worked as a Strategic Advisor in the Non-
communicable Diseases (NDC) and Family, Women and Children (FWC) clusters. She moved back to 
the Netherlands to take up her position at the RIVM in the autumn of 2013. 

 
Ewout van Ginneken; Ph.D. is a senior researcher at the Berlin University of Technology and an 
honorary research fellow at the European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies. In 2011–2012, 
he was a Commonwealth Fund Harkness Fellow in Health Care Policy and Practice at the Harvard 
School of Public Health. Van Ginneken coordinates the activities of the Berlin hub of the European 
Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, and is a series editor of the Health Systems in Transition 
(HiT) reviews. He is coauthor of HiT reviews on the Dutch, Czech, Estonian, Bulgarian, Lithuanian, 
Slovenian, and Slovakian health care systems and reforms. Furthermore, Van Ginneken has acted as 
editor of the first European Observatory HiT review of the U.S. health care system, which was published 
in 2013. He has also written peer-reviewed journal articles on competitive health insurance, 
undocumented migrants’ access to care, and health systems and policy issues in various countries. In 
addition, he has authored book chapters on health financing issues, governing competitive insurance, 
and cross-border health care. Van Ginneken holds an M.Sc. in health policy and administration from 
Maastricht University in the Netherlands, and a Ph.D. in public health from the Berlin University of 
Technology 

 

Michel Van Hoegaerden; Eng., M.Sc. Michel is currently Programme Manager, on behalf of the 

Belgian Federal Public Service of Health of the Joint Action on Health Workforce Planning & 
Forecasting, co-financed by the EU. The Joint Action is supported by 30 associated partners and 45 
collaborating partners, among which almost all member states and representative associations (see: 
www.euhwforce.eu). By the time of the 2010 Belgian EU Presidency Conference on Health Workforce 
and the Joint Action that followed, Michel was General Manager in charge of Health Workforce, Primary 
Care, Emergency Care & Crisis Management within the Belgian Federal Public Service of Health.  After 
9 years in charge, Michel decided to fully dedicate time to specific challenges among which the Joint 
Action was one. He is also a member of the scientific staff of the Catholic University of Leuven. Michel 
studied Civil Engineering (Chemistry) and obtained a Master in Environmental Sciences at the Free 
University of Brussels, the Belgian city where he was born. He has had a very diverse career, with both 
public and private positions, including Various Public Management positions, teaching, reengineering, 
consulting & policy advising, building a broad experience in programme management and public 
management. 

 
Louise van Schaik; is Coordinator of the knowledge group on Global Issues, Governance & 
Diplomacy at the Clingendael Institute. She is also a visiting professor at the College of Europe in 
Bruges. In her research she has extensively analysed the EU’s performance in multilateral fora, 
including in the fields of health, climate change and food standards. She has also written on related 



research areas such as EU external action, EU development cooperation and trade policy and scarcity 
of natural resources. Louise carried out consultancy research for governments, (international) 
foundations, the private sector, the European Commission, the Netherlands Environmental Assessment 
Agency and others. Louise has a Master's degree in Public Administration from Leiden University and a 
PhD in Political Science from the KU Leuven. Prior to joining Clingendael in 2006, she was a Research 
Fellow at CEPS, the Brussels-based think tank, for four years. 

 
Frank Vanbiervliet; is an experienced psychiatric nurse and a social & cultural anthropologist. In the 

past he has worked with different groups facing multiple vulnerability factors – sex workers, homeless 
people, people with both acute and chronic mental disorders, HIV-positive and undocumented migrants 
– be it as a volunteer, nurse, psychosocial and community counsellor, team manager or Board member. 
After coordinating the domestic projects of MdM Belgium, he currently coordinates the European 
advocacy project for MdM. Médecins du monde International Network is an independent international 
movement of 15 organisations working across the world, both at home and abroad since 1980, and led 
by volunteers. Its main mission is to provide access to healthcare through freely accessible frontline 
medical and social services for people and communities who face barriers to the mainstream healthcare 
system. Through innovative socio-medical programmes, data collection and patients’ and communities’ 
empowerment in claiming their right to health, they advocate for universal access to preventive and 
curative healthcare. 

 
Effy Vayena; MSc, PhD. Vayena is a senior research fellow at the Institute of Biomedical Ethics 
(IBME), University of Zurich and the academic coordinator of the PhD programme in Biomedical Ethics 
and Law/medical track. Before joining the IBME she worked for several years at the World Health 
Organization headquarters where she was involved with the Organization’s activities on research 
ethics, and reproductive health research. She has served as a member of the WHO's Research Ethics 
Review Committee and she continues consulting for the Organization. She has published on the ethics 
of health research, on issues surrounding assisted reproductive technologies, biobanks, paediatric 
research, genomics and research with online health data. Her current research focus is on ethical and 
policy issues that arise in the areas of genomics (including direct-to-consumer genomics), personalised 
medicine, the novel uses of online health data for research, data–sharing for health research and health 
research led by participants.  

 

Matthias Vey; Dr. is a chemist by training and studied at the Technical University of Darmstadt, 
Germany. After his studies he had a short time training as a perfumer and then started in fragrance 
research and development for Marbert Cosmetics in Duesseldorf, Germany. He then became Global 
Regulatory Affairs Manager of Coty/Lancaster in Mainz, Germany. Since 2000 as the Scientific Director 
of IFRA, located in Brussels, Belgium, he has been responsible for the management of the fragrance 
industry's worldwide safety programme, including the IFRA Code of Practice and IFRA Standards. He 
manages all of IFRA's technical committees as well as the Association's compliance programme. 

 
Sabine Vogler; Mag. Dr., Austrian, is a health economist and works as a senior researcher in the 
Health Economics Department of Gesundheit Österreich GmbH. After having worked at the Social 
Policy Unit, Department of Economics at the Vienna University of Economics and Business 
Administration (1992-1995), she joined the Austrian Health Institute in 1995 where today she is Head of 
the Pharma team and Head of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Pharmaceutical Pricing and 
Reimbursement Policies. Dr. Vogler has expertise in the analysis of health care systems (Europe and 
beyond) with a focus on pharmaceutical systems, in particular pricing and reimbursement, rational use, 
and distribution of medicines. She has in-depth knowledge due to more than 15 years of research 
experience in these areas. She has been a coordinator of various projects at national and at EU level. 
She is (co-)author of more than 50 publications. 

 
Liisa-Maria Voipio-Pulkki; Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Finland 

Andrej Vršic; is a Managing Director at the Local Tourist Board Prlekija Ljutomer, Slovenija 

(www.jeruzalem.si). This is a public institution and it carries out public services in the field of tourism. It 

http://www.jeruzalem.si/


was founded by the Ljutomer Commune in 1999. The main activities of the LTO Prlekija Ljutomer are 
the following: providing information on what the tourist area Ljutomer/Jeruzalem has to offer; publishing 
tourist brochures; promotion of the tourist area Jeruzalem/Ljutomer; communicating with the tourist 
markets in Slovenia and abroad; encouraging the development of the tourist infrastructure/human 
resources; organising local guided tours; organising events, organising guided excursions. Andrej 
graduated at the Faculty of Art in Ljubljana, Slovenija in the subjects: German philology and Sociology. 
From 1994-1996 he also studied in the Department for Germanic Philology and Sociology at the 
University of Heidelberg, Germany. He has been working for the Tourist Board Prlekija Ljutomer, since 
2001. He has participated in several projects: Cycling trails, Internet information system, Kult pro, Cross 
border region goes digital, City cooperation. He is a field worker and has daily contacts with his tourist 
providers, local producers, clubs and other public institutions from all branches.  
 
 

W 

Petra Wilson; Dr. Wilson joined the International Diabetes Federation as Chief Executive Officer in 

November 2013. The International Diabetes Federation (IDF) is an umbrella organisation of over 200 
national diabetes associations in over 160 countries. It represents the interests of the growing number 
of people with diabetes and those at risk. The Federation has been leading the global diabetes 
community since 1950. Prior to her appointment at IDF, Petra was Director of the European Healthcare 
and Life Sciences team in Cisco’s Consulting Services, focussing on helping health and care providers 
develop their strategies for making good use of communication and collaboration technology. 
Previously, she was Deputy Director of the European Health Management Association (EHMA), a 
membership organisation committed to improving healthcare in Europe by raising standards of 
managerial performance in the health and care sectors. Prior to EHMA, Petra worked for the European 
Commission in its eHealth Directorate. She worked specifically on the European eHealth Action Plan, 
which commits all Member States of the European Union to adopting road maps for the implementation 
of Connected Health solutions. Petra also advised the Commission on legal and ethical issues 
surrounding use of information technologies in healthcare. Originally trained in law, Petra spent several 
years as a lecturer and Senior Research Fellow at Nottingham University, UK, specialising in healthcare 
law. She has a Ph.D. in public health law from Oxford University, and has published widely on the legal 
aspects of using information technologies in healthcare. Originally from the UK, she is fluent in English, 
German, and French. 

 
Matthias Wismar; Matthias holds a doctorate in political sciences. He is a Health Policy Analyst at 
the European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies. He has been technical consultant, and a 
member of scientific advisory boards at the supranational, national and regional level. Currently his 
research focuses on health impact assessment and on good governance and stewardship in terms of 
health policy formulation and implementation. His research interests cover a wide range of topics 
including European integration, mental health, health care policy and health promotion and prevention. 
Before joining the Observatory he was the Head of the Health Policy Unit in the Public Health 
Department of the Medical School Hannover (Germany). 

 
Leonard Witkamp; Prof. Dr. Witkamp is a former dermatologist and Director of the KSYOS 
TeleMedical Centre, the first virtual hospital in The Netherlands. He has recently been appointed by the 
Royal Dutch Medical Association (KNMG) as Professor in TeleMedicine at the Department of Medical 
Informatics of the Academic Medical Centre in Amsterdam. He founded the KSYOS organisation in 
2001. KSYOS Research develops TeleMedicine services that may add to increased efficiency of the 
primary healthcare process. With the use of the Health Management Practice model, KSYOS 
investigates the efficiency increasing potential of these TeleMedicine services in cooperation with future 
users, thereby creating broad basic support. The KSYOS TeleMedical Centre subsequently takes care 
of the implementation and operation of the TeleMedicine services in regular healthcare. KSYOS works 
together with a network of over 7.000 healthcare workers in TeleDiagnosis, TeleConsultation and 
TeleMonitoring. KSYOS annually performs over 100.000 Teleconsultations. His experience as a 



research fellow in market research, as university teacher and researcher, as practicing dermatologist 
and as Director of KSYOS has been an excellent base for his present function of Professor in 
Telemedicine. By teaching, doing research and promoting the use of Telemedicine in regular healthcare 
he helps the KNMG to reach its mission: maintaining accessibility of the healthcare system for the 
general population by increasing efficiency. 

 
Emma Woodford; Interim Secretary General, European Public Health Alliance 

 
Sally Wyke; Prof, Dr, BSc PhD, FRCGP (hon), is Interdisciplinary Professor of Health and Wellbeing 
at the University of Glasgow.  She studied Human Sciences at University College London, and did her 
PhD in Healthcare Research at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne.  She is a social scientist who 
applies social scientific theory and methods to complex interventions to improve health and well-being. 
She also has expertise in developing pragmatic approaches to robust evaluation of complex 
interventions using comparative designs and mixed methods and applies her skills to support health in 
community and primary care settings.  She was co-PI (with Kate Hunt) on “Football Fans in Training” 
(FFIT) a hugely successful lifestyle programme for men delivered through Scottish top flight football 
clubs. She is PI on EuroFIT, an FP7 award, that extends the ideas of FFIT to football clubs in Europe.  
 
 

Z 

Peteris Zilgalvis; is the Head of Unit for eHealth and Well Being in DG Communications Networks, 

Content and Technology (CNECT) in the European Commission. He was the Visiting EU Fellow at St. 
Antony's College, University of Oxford for 2013-14, where he was also an Associate of the Political 
Economy of Financial Markets Programme. From 2005 until 2010 he was Head of the Governance and 
Ethics Unit, Directorate Science, Economy and Society at DG Research, European Commission, 
managing research in the social sciences and humanities, as well as the ethical review for all 
Commission-funded research. From 1997 to 2005, he was Deputy Head of the Bioethics Department of 
the Council of Europe, in its Directorate General of Legal Affairs, and Co-Secretary of the 
Intergovernmental Steering Committee on Bioethics (CDBI).  In addition, he has held various positions 
in the Latvian civil service (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Environment). He was Senior 
Environmental Law Advisor to the World Bank/Russian Federation Environmental Management Project 
and was Regional Environmental Specialist for the Baltic Countries at the World Bank.  Zilgalvis studied 
political science (cum laude) at the University of California, Los Angeles. At the Law Centre of the 
University of Southern California he obtained his JD (Doctor of Jurisprudence) and received the Darling 
Foundation academic scholarship. He completed the High Potentials Leadership Programme at 
Harvard Business School. He was elected a Senior Common Room Member of St. Antony’s College, 
University of Oxford for 2014-17, where he is also an Associate of the Political Economy of Financial 
Markets Programme. He is a member of the California State Bar. He has published over 30 publications 
on bioethics, economics, innovation law and policy, European and environmental law in English, 
Latvian, and French. 
 

 


